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ABSTRACTS
The Nature of Language in Ahmad Ghazali’s View

Mostafa Mirdar Rezaei’
Farzad Baloo

In the Sufi tradition, Ahmad Ghazali is a prominent mystic who
profoundly influenced mystics, writers, and poets after him from
various perspectives. One of the significant aspects of his personality
is theorizing in different fields. Therefore, examining Ahmad
Ghazali’s opinions and views from various aspects is necessary and
important. One of the essential and investigable aspects in Ghazali’s
works is the examination of his perspectives on the element of
“language” and its nature. The present research, written in a
descriptive-analytical manner with a phenomenological approach to
Ahmad Ghazali’s works, examines his views on the nature of
language. The results of this study show that in dealing with the
category of language, he has a more ontological view than an
instrumental and linguistic one. Apart from his general approach to
language, which is linked to the element of the “heart,” by
contemplating Ghazali’s works, his perception of the concept of
language can be categorized into two areas: 1- Examining the nature
of language in the general sense, and based on the theory of language
games. 2- Examining language in its specific mystical sense in the
form of speech, silence, and beyond-silence (meta-silence).

Keywords: Ahmad Ghazali, Language, Language Games, and
Linguistic Possibilities.

Introduction
Ghazali is a multi-dimensional mystic with expertise in various fields.
One of the important aspects of his personality is theorizing in
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different fields. For this reason, Shafiei Kadkani considers him more
inclined to “intervene” compared to his brother Muhammad because
what he says is “the result of his own reflections and spiritual
achievements” (Shafiei Kadkani, 2013: 521). Therefore, examining
Ahmad Ghazali’s opinions and views from various aspects is
necessary and important. One of the essential and investigable aspects
in Ghazali’s works is the examination of his perspectives on the
element of “language.” It is important to note that the category of
language in this study refers to understanding the nature of language
itself and the mystic’s perception of its essence (first-degree
knowledge), rather than focusing on its instrumental aspect, which is
considered second-degree knowledge. More precisely, it is about the
nature of language itself, not the aspect of language that “determines
how we think” (Culler, 2003: 80). To enter the spiritual world of
mystics, we are compelled to recognize and think about the behavior
and speech (words and phrases) of Sufis (Shafiei Kadkani, 2013: 26).
Therefore, this research does not deal with the type of Ghazali’s prose
and poetry and the language he uses to express his thoughts (the stage
of proving and realizing language), but rather seeks to address
Ghazali’s understanding of the concept of language (perception and
establishment of language).

The present research, written in a descriptive-analytical manner with a
phenomenological approach to Ahmad Ghazali’s works, examines his
views on the nature of language and seeks to answer these two

questions:
1. What is the nature of language from Ahmad Ghazali’s point of
view?

2. What is the nature of Ghazali’s encounter with the category of
language, especially in the path of spiritual journey?

Research Background

A review of the research that has examined Ahmad Ghazali’s opinions
and thoughts shows that most of these studies have focused on the
subject of “love.” Ghazali’s prominence in this field, especially his
views on mystical love, has been influential in this regard. Even a
superficial review and consideration of the titles of the articles can
confirm this. However, regarding the subject of the present study, i.e.,
examining the nature of language in Ghazali’s works, no independent
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study has been conducted so far, or if it has been done (such as the
book “The Language of Poetry in Sufi Prose”), it relates to its
instrumental aspect (second-degree knowledge), which was explained
earlier.

Discussion

Unlike Muhammad Ghazali, who “has a linguistic approach in
presenting and explaining linguistic concepts and vocabulary” (Mirdar
Rezaei and Baloo, 2022: 323), his brother Ahmad, in dealing with the
category of language, has a more ontological view than an
instrumental and linguistic one. Among the various views that he has
put forward regarding language and its related vocabulary, a relatively
systematic plan of his linguistic reflections can be formulated. In the
first step, there is Ahmad Ghazali’s general approach to the concept of
language and the relationship between signifier and signifieds, and in
the specific approach, there is the special attention he pays to language
in the realm of mystical experiences.

Ghazali believes in a general approach to language. Every human
being pours and expresses what they have of meaning and concept
(signified) in their heart into a linguistic vessel and mold, which is
their language:

“Everyone can express the meaning that is in their heart with that
phrase that is their language. If they are Arabic, how can they express
it in Turkish? And if they are non-Arabic, how can they express it in
Arabic?” (Ghazali, 1997: 240)

In this definition, language is a tool for expressing the meanings
present in the heart. To explain that in our mystical tradition, “the
heart is not the pine-shaped organ that is located in the chest and its
job is to supply blood to all parts of the body; rather, the heart is an
organ of human existence that is the center and gathering place of
human awareness and consciousness of all existence and its creation”
(Fallah et al., 2009: 50). By contemplating Ghazali’s works, his
perception of the concept of language can be divided into two areas:
1- What is language in its general sense: Analyzing different types of
language in human society based on language games falls into this
area. 2- Examining language in its specific sense: That is, explaining
the possibilities of the manifestation of mystical language in the form
of speech, silence, and beyond-silence.
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While Wittgenstein, in the picture theory of language, believes that
every name is assigned to a specific thing, in the theory of language
games, he considers meaning to be the same as usage, and
understanding a word depends on knowing how to use it or the ability
to use it. However, Ghazali does not limit himself to this general
definition of the relationship between signifier and signifieds at the
level of the specific languages of each region and territory, and points
to a very important point under each specific language system. From
his point of view, in the relations governing the mind and language of
people in social life, each class and profession has its own world and
language, and each language has its own function. Each of these
language games is actually a manifestation of human life, and to
understand each language game, we must participate in that form of
life (Ghazali, 1997: 241). Ghazali tries to explain the specific
language system of each land with various examples and then deals
with the language games existing in each language. And then he
points to one of the language games existing in that era, which, for
example, in the world of mysticism, when an event happens to a
disciple, the signifieds intended by the disciple in the mystical context
will only be decoded by the master. Other examples of language
games in Ghazali’s works that form the basis of his intellectual
divisions: One of Ghazali’s language games is the separation of the
realm of knowledge and the realm of science. In one, words grow
without letters, and in the other, words, speech, and sound are its
essence. Another language game is the distinction that Ghazali makes
between the speech of lovers and the speech of poets. Another
language game of Ghazali is “the indication of expression” and “the
expression of indication.” Demand and passion are two mystical terms
that Ghazali creates his other language game by giving the word
“language” to them.

Conclusion

What emerges from the examination of Ghazali’s views on the nature
and essence of language indicates that the foundation of his linguistic
reflections is philosophical and existential, not a linguistic one. As has
been shown, the arrangement of Ghazali’s classifications in terms of
theory is based on language games. In examining the nature of
language in its general sense, he has considered the different classes
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and professions of human society to have a language distinct from
other social layers and has defined signifier and signifieds based on
that. The realm of knowledge/the realm of science, the speech of
poets/the speech of lovers, the indication of expression/the expression
of indication, the language of demand/the language of passion, etc.,
are among them.

But given that Ghazali himself is a mystic, he ultimately focuses
specifically on mystical language and the possibilities inherent in it. It
is as if in each rank and realm, one of the linguistic possibilities can be
realized. In one realm, speech becomes necessary, and in another
realm, silence. Beyond silence and finding manifestation and intuition
is the last station that Ghazali, as a mystic, walks in the hope of
reaching union.

The novelty of this research, in the first look, is presenting a
systematic view of Ghazali’s linguistic views; a task that has not been
done so far, and secondly, in particular, presenting Ghazali’s attention
to different types of language - which allows it to be examined based
on Wittgenstein’s linguistic theories - an issue that deserves more
reflection and consideration.
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Ahmad Ghazali and the Use Of Narrative Parables
In Explaining Mystical Concepts
(Case study: Persian works)

Davoud Vaseghi Khondabi'
Mahdi Malek Sabet ™

Narrative allegory is one of the approaches used to explain moral,
mystical concepts, etc. Ahmad Ghazali, one of the renowned Sufis,
employed this method in his works to convey his views. With this
arrangement, he has been able to accurately explain concepts related
to love and its states, mystical behavior, and moral issues. This
research, based on library studies and employing a descriptive-
analytical method, explains the role of narrative parables in Ahmad
Ghazzali's Persian works. It answers the question of what ideas and
concepts are contained in these allegories. In his works, especially the
"Savaneh al-Oshshaq" collection, which deals with topics related to
love in a cryptic and allusive manner, he expresses some ambiguous
points about the states and moods of this divine gift, and then he
presents an allegorical narrative to the audience to understand these
secrets. This artistic trick is also evident in Sheikh's didactic works,
and in his original works, especially the collection of "Majaalis",
which has an evident appearance. Investigating the Persian works of
Abul Fattouh reveals that the Sheikh's narrative parables are mostly
related to the topic of love and mystical manners and educational-
ethical concepts related to it. The characters of these narratives are the
elders and legends of the field of love as well as religion and
mysticism, and in an allegorical narrative, he used the symbol of birds
to express the return to the origin and God’s abode, which can be
considered the most important allegorical narrative of Ghazali.
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Introduction

Allegory is considered in rhetoric as a branch of likening or metaphor.
Ghiravani said: "Allegory belongs to metaphors that, for some, means
a comparison, and that means representing one object with another
object that contains a reference to that object” (Ghiravani, 2000, Vol
1:450). Also, Noiri said: "Allegory is of the metonymy part, if it
comes in the form of a metaphor”. (Noiri, 2002, Vol 7: 60).

Kharazmi mentioned in "Naghd-e Sher” that: Metaphor means
likening one object to another” (Kharazmi, 2007: 97). Also, Motavval
writer, considers allegory to be a type of likening: "Allegory is
likening in which, the likening reason is a description derived from
two or more multiple things” (Taftazani, 1971: 553). Some
contemporary researchers also consider allegory to be a type of
likening: "The truth is, allegory is a branch of likening and for this
reason, the term allegorical likening is frequently seen in rhetorical
books”. (Shafiee Kadkani, 2008: 78).

In addition to its concepts in rhetoric, and considering it as a type of
likening and metaphor, allegory is attributed to a type of narration or
so-called “Allegory” by foreign languages. Allegory or narrative
parable, is a narrative-based method which presents non-fiction
content in a narrative form: "Narrative allegory or allegory in literary
term, is an extended narrative that has at least two layers of meaning:
first layer, is story appearance (peoples and events) second layer, is a
secondary and deeper meaning that can be found beyond the face and
called it "allegory soul”. In allegory, a mental idea is expressed
through sensory medias”. (Fotoohi, 2010: 258).

The purpose and necessity of the research

Ahmed Ghazali is one of the prominent persons in the world, whose
worldview has had a tremendous influence on Sufi literature. Because
Majd-o al Din was aware of the sciences of his time and was also
active in the field of practical mysticism, he has been able to play a
strong role in the history of Sufism. Also, Khajeh Ahmad's Persian
works have great potential for research in terms of form and structure,
since Ahmad Ghazzali was one of the innovators in the field of
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Sufism, and his prose is also debatable in terms of individuality in
style, research on the narrative allegories in his works is necessary.
One of the goals of this research is to examine narrative allegories and
their concepts in Ahmad Ghazali's Persian works. With this
arrangement, we can study the role of this rhetorical trick in his works
and reveal the hidden meanings in them.

Methods and research questions
This research, which is based on library studies and the descriptive-
analytical method, examines narrative allegories in the Persian works
of Ahmad Ghazali and answers these two questions through the
classification:
- What is the role of narrative allegories in explaining Ahmad
Ghazzali's views?
- What concepts and ideas are expressed by the narrative
allegories in Ghazali's Persian works?

Discussion and review

Khajeh Ahmad Ghazzali, the elder brother of the outstanding thinker
Mohammad Ghazzali, is among of famous and trend-setting Sufis of
the fifth and sixth centuries AH, whose theology has been greatly
influenced by his. He was orphaned in childhood and was placed
under the care of his father's friend, Abu Ali Ahmad Razakani. Abul
Fotooh has Shaafei religion, and in his path, benefited from the
presence of great men such as Abu Bakr Nassaj and Abu Ali Farmazi,
and had extraordinary skills in preaching and exhortation. “Emam
Ahmad had a warm and captivating language in his sermons and
speeches and expressed his views with utmost courage and
fearlessness, even in the presence of the Caliph, sultans, and ministers
of the time” (Homaii, 1963: 298).

He has left behind numerous books in the field of mysticism and
Sufism, of which Savaneh- Al Oshshagh was the most important. The
other book of Ghazzali was “Al Tajrid fi Kalameh Al-Touhid,” a
collection in it the author interprets and analyzes the topic of
monotheism (Ghazzali, 2005:3).

It can be mentioned from Khajeh Ahmad's books to the collection of
“Majaales”, “Resaleh al-Einied”, “Resaleh Al-Toyour”, “Mokatebat-e
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Khajeh Ahmad Ghazzali Ba Ein Al-Ghozzat Hamedani”, and
“Vasaya”.

In the works of mystics, grandees like Sanaii, Attar, Molana, ...
narrative allegory has been widely used. Also, in Ahmad Ghazzali's
incontrovertible works, narrative allegories have been used to explain
various concepts, especially his Majaales book, which stands out in
this field.

It should be noticed that the characters of the narratives presented in
Ghazzali's Persian works are mostly human; in other words, they are
parables, and in one case, which is of course the greatest and most
important of Ghazali's allegories, fables are used, and that is the story
of the birds and the tale of Simorgh.

Conclusion

Narrative parables are among the techniques used in mystical-didactic
texts to explain thought and understand it to the audience. Ahmad
Ghazzali used this technique in his persian works and with this
measure, not only strengthened the aesthetic dimension of his works,
but also presents deep meaning and precise allusions to the audience
in an understandable way; It should be noticed that the language of
Ghazzali is coded and sign language, special in “Savaneh Al-
Oshshagh” collection and using narrative allegory can greatly clarify
the circumstances and moments of love for those familiar with this
field. Savaneh collection can have different meanings, because it is an
open text, and this issue has caused its commentators to have different
interpretations and explanations of the allegorical narrations contained
in it. This article consists of two parts: the first part is about love,
whose allegorical narrations are taken from the collection of Savaneh
Al-Oshshaq, and the second part is related to the mystical path that
encompasses other Persian works of Ahmad Ghazzali. In the first part,
allegorical narrations are analyzed and compared on the themes of the
relationship between love and the spirit, love and the instrument of
union, love and the intoxication and awakening, love and the
sovereignty and glory of God, love and the charisma of beauty and the
charisma of a beloved, lover, and likening and metaphor. Character of
these allegorical narrations is sometimes mythology is the arena of
love, like Mahmood and Ayyaz and Leyli and Majnoon, and
sometimes Ghazzali used general titles like “Aashegh and
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Maashoogh” or “Mardi” or “Malek and Golkhan Taab”. Also, in one
case, he used the “Ostad and Shaagerd” character that is related to his
Sufism ideology. He also used metaphors, about mystical behavior,
the most important of which is the story of birds, which is of the fable
type. He used the religious grandees, especially Prophet Mohammad
and Hazrat-e Fatima, and mystics like Mojahed, Joneid Baghdadi,
Abubakr Katani, in the allegories that were used in the section of
ethics and mysticism. Sometimes he also narrated stories from
scholars and worshippers and spoke about Khalifas like Omar Bin
Abdel Aziz. Ghazali's allegorical narrations regarding mystical
conduct are different from the allegories in the book of Savaneh and
have less semantic depth. Of course, there are deep and sublime
concepts in the allegory of the birds, and various meanings can be
derived from it, in accordance with the intellectual horizon of the
interpreter.
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A Rhetorical Analysis of Qasr and Hasr

in the Four Masnavis of Bidel Dehlavi

Maryam Bayat*
Fawzia Parsa ~
Nahid Azizi

Bidel Dehlavi, the most prominent Persian-speaking poet of India and
one of the most significant figures in the history of Persian literature,
left behind a large corpus of masnavis. Although these works have
often been overshadowed by the brilliance of his ghazals, they stand
among the finest examples of masnavi composition in the Indian Style
(Sabk-e Hendi). Setting aside his shorter and scattered masnavis, four
major independent and lengthy masnavis remain from Bidel: Mohit-e
Al zam, Telesm-e Heyrat, Tur-e Mal refat, and Erfan, listed in
chronological order. At first glance, these masnavis captivate the
reader with their rhetorical richness and vivid imagery, a feature
consistent with expectations of the Indian Style. However, upon closer
examination, stylistic strategies rooted in semantic rhetoric (mal an)
become prominent. In Telesm-e Heyrat, Bidel himself encourages
readers to observe both the beauty of diction and the depth of
meaning, and to appreciate the dual aesthetic layers of his verse. In
response to Bidel’s own appeal and the necessity of examining poetry
through rhetorical standards, this article focuses on one of the central
devices of semantic rhetoric: Qasr and Hasr (emphatic restriction and
limitation), as employed in Bidel’s four masnavis. The methodology
adopted is descriptive and analytical. The findings reveal Bidel’s
distinctive attention to rhetorical strategies, in line with his poetic
promises to readers. Qasr and Hasr appear extensively throughout
Bidel’s masnavis. A significant portion of these constructions is of the

* Ph.D Student in Persian Language and Literature, Borujerd Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Borujerd, Iran.

byatm9206@gmail.com

" Corresponding Author: Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and
Literature, Borujerd Branch, Islamic Azad University, Borujerd, Iran.
F.parsa@jiaub.ac.ir

™" Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Borujerd
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Borujerd, Iran.

n.azizi@iaub.ac.ir



18/Pazhithish-i ZabanvaAdabiyyat-iFarsi

implicit type (without particles), aligning with the dense, meaning-
oriented character of the Indian Style. Additionally, restriction of
adjective to subject (qasr-e [lifat bar mawl]uf) appears more
frequently than restriction of subject to adjective (qasr-e maw/[ |if bar
[ifat), reflecting Bidel’s abstract and highly descriptive poetic style.
While Erfan is better known and philosophically weightier, Telesm-e
Heyrat ranks highest rhetorically, followed respectively by Erfan, Tur-
e Mall refat, and Mohit-e Al zam.

Keywords: Bidel Dehlavi, semantic rhetoric, Qasr and Hasr, Bidel’s
masnavis.

Introduction

Mowlana [ Abd al-Qadir Bidel Dehlavi, one of the most eminent
Persian-speaking poets of the Indian subcontinent, holds a
distinguished place in the history of Persian literature. As a leading
figure of the Sabk-e Hendi (Indian Style), his poetry is characterized
by conceptual intricacy, innovative imagery, and profound mystical-
philosophical reflections. While Bidel is primarily celebrated for his
complex and allusive ghazals, his masnavis also present rich content
and stylistic brilliance worthy of scholarly attention.

Among Bidel’s surviving works are four major independent masnavis:
Mohit-¢ Al zam, Telesm-e¢ Heyrat, Tur-e Mal refat, and Erfan. These
works are not only significant for their mystical and philosophical
themes but also for their rhetorical structure and artistic expression. In
Telesm-e Heyrat, Bidel explicitly invites readers to appreciate both the
lexical artistry and the deeper meanings of his masnavis. This
authorial guidance justifies a detailed rhetorical analysis of these texts,
particularly through the lens of mal ani (semantics), focusing on the
device of qasr and hasr (restriction and limitation).

Statement of the Problem

Aesthetic analysis is central to literary studies, and rhetoric—
especially the branch of semantics—serves as a key tool in uncovering
textual beauty. Semantics addresses how language conforms to the
communicative context and the psychological state of the audience,
and among its tools, qasr and hasr plays a fundamental role. This
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device involves the rhetorical restriction of a specific attribute to a
particular subject, or vice versa, to emphasize or clarify meaning.

In Persian, Qasr and Hasr appears both with explicit markers (such as
"only," "just," "none but") and implicitly, through word order and
stylistic strategies. Bidel’s poetry, and particularly his masnavis,
exemplify dense layers of meaning and stylistic nuance. This study
investigates the application of Qasr and Hasr in Bidel’s four major
masnavis, asking: how does Bidel utilize this rhetorical technique?
What variations exist in frequency, form, and complexity among the
masnavis?

Significance of the Study

This research is important for several reasons. First, Bidel’s masnavis,
compared to his ghazals, have received limited rhetorical analysis,
despite the poet’s own call for deeper semantic engagement with these
texts. Second, Qasr and Hasr is a foundational rhetorical device that
fosters emphasis, clarity, and interpretive depth. Third, the Sabk-e
Hendi style—characterized by abstraction, ambiguity, and layered
meanings—naturally lends itself to the use of such rhetorical
mechanisms.

By analyzing Qasr and Hasr in Bidel’s masnavis, this study aims to
uncover aspects of his poetic technique that extend beyond imagery
and symbolism, offering new insights into his stylistic mastery and
linguistic innovation.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that Qasr and Hasr is used extensively and
creatively throughout Bidel’s four masnavis, both with explicit
particles and through implicit stylistic cues. The device appears in two
structural modes: restricting the adjective to the subject and restricting
the subject to the adjective. Key observations include:

Telesm-e Heyrat exhibits the highest frequency and greatest
complexity of Qasr and Hasr, especially in implicit forms. It ranks
highest among the masnavis in rhetorical sophistication.

Erfan, despite its prominence for mystical content, ranks second in
rhetorical refinement. It contains a high number of adjective-to-
subject restrictions, reflecting its abstract and descriptive style.
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Tur-¢ Mall refat holds an intermediate position, with notable use of
subject-to-adjective restriction, suggesting a different rhetorical
balance.

Mohit-e All zam, Bidel’s earliest masnavi, relies more on explicit
markers and simpler structures, indicative of his earlier poetic
development.

Overall, the research affirms that Bidel was a master of both semantic
depth and rhetorical subtlety. His masnavis, often overshadowed by
his ghazals, offer a rich field for rhetorical and stylistic study.
Analyzing the use of Qasr and Hasr in these works provides a clearer
picture of the nuanced artistry embedded in Bidel’s poetic practice and
opens up pathways for further rhetorical studies within the Sabk-e
Hendi tradition.
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Conceptual Metaphors of Jealousy in Nizami’s
"Khosrow and Shirin" from a Cognitive Perspective

Maryam Ali Mohammadi”
Leila Hashemian™

Nezami, a poet of the sixth century, is one of the popular Masnavi
poets of Iran who has left very glorious and lasting works called
"Khamseh". His style is Iraqi, and his language is very lofty and
original. The narration of his poetry is the creation of similes, pleasant
metaphors, new and practical themes, and the description of
landscapes and people. In this research, using a descriptive-analytical
method, the conceptual metaphor of jealousy has been classified and
analyzed in the Khosrow and Shirin poetry volume. In this regard, we
have identified the concrete conceptual space of each metaphor, a
process that has been used to conceptualize abstract conceptual
spaces. The metaphors have been created very beautifully and rich
conceptual metaphors using beautiful concrete conceptual spaces to
understand abstract conceptual ones, since it is very difficult to
understand abstract concepts alone. As Nezami was merely a narrator,
his personal view of the conceptual metaphor of jealousy cannot be
understood well, but it can be asserted that the concrete conceptual
space of analogy is one of the most widely used conceptual spaces for
the creation of his metaphors.

Keywords: jealousy, conceptual metaphor, Orientational metaphor,
Ontological metaphor, Structural metaphor

Introduction
This study examines the conceptual metaphors of jealousy in Nizami
Ganjavi’s "Khosrow and Shirin," a renowned Persian romantic epic
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from the 12th century. Jealousy, as a complex and often destructive
emotion, plays a pivotal role in the narrative, driving key plot
developments. The research adopts a cognitive linguistic approach to
analyze how Nizami conceptualizes jealousy through metaphorical
mappings, drawing on Lakoff and Johnson’s theory of conceptual
metaphor. The study aims to uncover the source domains used to
structure the abstract concept of jealousy, shedding light on Nizami’s
artistic and cognitive strategies.

Literature Review

Previous research on jealousy in Persian literature has been limited,
with few studies focusing on its metaphorical representations. Existing
works have explored conceptual metaphors in other emotional
domains, such as love and anger, but jealousy remains understudied.
Studies on Nizami’s works, like those by Obeidi and Roumiani
(2019), have examined love metaphors, while others have analyzed
directional metaphors in Ferdowsi’s "Shahnameh" (Khatami-Nia &
Hassan-Zadeh, 2019). This study fills a gap by specifically addressing
jealousy in "Khosrow and Shirin," offering a fresh perspective on
Nizami’s metaphorical language.

Theoretical Framework
The study is grounded in Lakoff and Johnson’s (1980) conceptual
metaphor theory, which posits that abstract concepts are understood
through concrete, experiential domains. Metaphors are categorized
into three types:
e Structural Metaphors: Framing one concept in terms of another
(e.g., "Jealousy is a disease").
e Ontological Metaphors: Treating abstract concepts as entities
or substances (e.g., "Jealousy is a fire").
e Orientational Metaphors: Organizing concepts spatially (e.g.,
"Jealousy is a downward force").
e The analysis identifies the source domains Nizami employs to
conceptualize jealousy, highlighting their cultural and
cognitive underpinnings.

Results and Discussion
The analysis reveals that Nizami predominantly uses ontological
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metaphors (e.g., jealousy as a destructive force or a consuming fire) to
depict jealousy, followed by structural and orientational metaphors.
Key findings include:

e Ontological Metaphors: Jealousy is often portrayed as a
physical entity (e.g., a weapon or a monster), emphasizing its
tangible impact on characters.

e Structural Metaphors: Jealousy is framed as a battle or a trap,
reflecting its role in conflicts and power struggles.

e Orientational Metaphors: Less frequent, these metaphors
spatialize jealousy (e.g., "falling into jealousy").

The study also notes that most source domains are abstract, suggesting
Nizami’s reliance on shared cultural and experiential knowledge to
convey the complexities of jealousy. For instance, jealousy is linked to
emotions like anger, resentment, and helplessness, which are
universally understood.

Conclusion

Nizami’s "Khosrow and Shirin" employs a rich array of conceptual
metaphors to depict jealousy, with ontological metaphors being the most
prevalent. This reflects the human tendency to understand abstract
emotions through bodily and physical experiences. The study
underscores Nizami’s mastery in using metaphorical language to deepen
the narrative’s emotional and psychological dimensions. While the
metaphors align with traditional Persian literary conventions, their
cognitive foundations remain relevant to contemporary readers. Future
research could explore cross-cultural comparisons of jealousy metaphors
or extend this framework to other emotions in Persian literature.
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Adaptation of Saeb's critical poems according
to the theory of Thomas Spragens
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Saeb is one of the most prominent poets of the Indian style and the
leader of the poets of the Safavid period. As a thinker and social
reformer, he sees the damage and roots of the problems of his time
and works hard to cure and correct them. In this regard, he uses poetry
as a cultural tool to express his critical thoughts. In this research,
which was done with the method of qualitative description and
analysis, Saeb's critical and reformist poems, with the application of
Spragens' theory (problemology, etiology, idealism, and solution-
finding), Why, how, solution, and way out of the social problems of
the poet's time will be investigated. The research data show that Saeb
considers the political and social problems of his era to be brain drain,
selfishness, superstition, self-decoration, hypocrisy and pretense, and
poverty. He also considers the cause to be in the special conditions of
governance and political and religious ideology, humiliation and
marginalization of artists and free thinkers, sanctification and fatalism,
tyranny, narrow-mindedness of rulers, urban development, and its
consequences. Saeb finds an ideal society in India with citizens and
rulers who are liberal, free-thinking, different-minded, and art-loving.
Finally, he sees the solution in moralism, criticism and tolerance,
rationalism, and avoiding flattery.
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Introduction

The Indian style is among the most distinctive styles of classical
Persian poetry, prevalent for approximately 150 years, from the early
11th to the mid-12th century AH (late 16th to mid-18th century CE).
This style is notably distinct from its predecessors and successors in
terms of intellectual orientation, linguistic features, and modes of
expression. Fotouhi regards the following as foundational principles
of the intellectual ethos of this literary period: a break from traditional
Persian poetic conventions, an emphasis on innovation, a focus on
novel themes and unfamiliar meanings, and a pursuit of poetic
freshness. These principles, he argues, compel the poet to seek
creativity from within rather than relying on traditional texts and to
discover their identity independently of past authorities. Sa'ebTabrizi
is among the most renowned ghazal poets of this style. Yousefi asserts
that those in search of poetry, unlike that of earlier generations, will
find no verse more colorful and varied than Sa'eb’s ghazals. One
relatively underexamined aspect of Sa'eb Tabrizi’s poetry is its critical
and reformist dimension. In this discourse, he is not merely a critic but
acts as a reformist thinker, one who “seeks to eradicate vice, impurity,
and corruption within the realm of critique.”

Theoretical Framework

This study analyzes the critical dimension of Sa'eb Tabrizi’s poetry
through the lens of the theory proposed by American political theorist
Thomas Arthur Spragens. Spragens’s core argument is that all
coherent systems of thought can be understood by uncovering their
internal logic and identifying the structure that underpins them. He
contends that the study of political science can benefit from historical,
philosophical, and anthropological approaches. One of the
fundamental aims of his theory is to offer a comprehensive framework
for examining political and social issues critically, in order to enhance
understanding, remedy shortcomings, and restore the health of society
by confronting and overcoming the root causes of disorder.

According to Spragens, the ultimate purpose of political theory is akin
to a form of psychological therapy for the political community. He
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maintains that societies face similar foundational challenges and that
their attempts to resolve them tend to follow relatively consistent
patterns. Spragens is among those theorists who, while emphasizing
the importance of crises as part of the social context influencing the
formation of ideas, also emphasize the role of thinkers in shaping
those ideas. This theory examines the subject matter in four stages: 1.
Problem identification, that is, recognizing the problem and observing
the disorders present in society. 2. Causal analysis, meaning the
identification of the causes that give rise to those problems. 3. Ideal
projection, that is, outlining and describing the characteristics of an
ideal society or utopia. 4. Solution formulation, meaning the
presentation of remedies aimed at replacing disorder and chaos with
order and stability, to achieve a desirable social condition.

Research Questions

This study seeks to answer the following questions:

1- Do Spragens’s sociopolitical ideas offer a viable theoretical and
instrumental framework for understanding commitment-oriented
thought and the discourses present in the poetry of Sa'eb Tabrizi?

2- What does Sa'eb consider to be the problems of his time that he
criticizes?

3- What factors influence the formation of Sa'eb Tabrizi’s critical
discourse and contribute to the emergence of the problems of his
time?

4- Where is Sa'eb’s ideal society envisioned, what are its defining
features, and what solutions does he propose for achieving it?

It should be noted that the model proposed by Spragens was originally
intended for use in political science and has been widely and
effectively embraced by scholars and researchers in that field.
Accordingly, its application to the analysis of literary texts has
remained rare. The authors of this article hope that the present study,
by employing Spragens’s theory, may constitute an initial—albeit
modest—step in that direction.

Data Analysis and Discussion

Saeb's critical poems can be classified into four stages based on
Spragens' theory.

Stage One: Sociopolitical Challenges and Problems in Sa'eb’s Time
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An examination of poetry and artistic texts from this period reveals
the presence of numerous sociopolitical problems. Poets of the Indian
style—especially Sa'eb Tabrizi—repeatedly employ terms such as
“sacrifice”, “salt and wound”, “remedy”, “lament”, “scratch”, and
“cry,” along with pen names like Ashiib (turmoil), Shivani
(lamentation), and Vahshati (terror), which reflect the poets’
melancholic disposition and portray the turbulence of the time. They
speak of war, disorder, hatred, fanaticism, and tyranny. Thus, if a tone
of despair and hopelessness pervades this type of poetry by Sa'eb, it
arises from the harsh realities of his time.

Stage Two: Diagnosing the Causes of the Problems

The process of identifying and recognizing problems directs the
critic’s mind toward the second stage: exploring the causes of disorder
and harm.

Several factors that contributed to the sociopolitical problems of
Sa'eb’s era and found expression in his poetry include: social causes
such as urban expansion and overcrowding; politico-religious causes;
and fatalism. Fatalism, in particular, often brings societies face-to-face
with internal contradictions and fragmentation. It weakens their ability
to confront political and social challenges and deprives individuals of
will and agency. As a result, it “leads to a kind of fear, submission,
and acceptance of tyranny and despotism, and a retreat into fate and
the belief in a primordial and eternal order.”

Stage Three: Characteristics of the Ideal Society or Utopia

A central concept in Sa'eb’s vision of an ideal society is disposition
(mashrab)—or what he refers to as breadth of disposition—which
embodies a transnational and universalist mindset and defines the
contours of his utopia. The nature of disposition is not confined to a
single dimension of his ideal citizen; rather, it reflects a spirit of
liberality, coexistence, and tolerance across all domains of individual
and collective life, including sound ethics, reasoned thought,
measured speech, and upright conduct. In Sa'eb’s utopian vision,
religion and disposition are not in conflict but coexist side by side. He
skillfully fuses the two and regards this synthesis as his rightful
prerogative.

Stage Four: Remedies for Overcoming Societal Ills

In his collected poetry, Sa'eb consistently calls on people to uphold
morality, modesty, piety, liberation from worldly attachments,
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contentment, moderation, and detachment from material concerns,
while directing attention toward God and the transcendent realm. He
regards the key remedies for overcoming societal ills and attaining an
ideal society as: tolerance and reconciliation with diverse beliefs and
traditions, receptiveness to criticism, avoidance of fault-finding, and a
commitment to compassion and justice. These remedies, in essence,
are normative imperatives intended to guide society from its current
flawed state toward an envisioned, ideal condition.

Conclusion

The culture of any society, shaped by its unique norms and values,
serves to regulate and guide the behavior of its members. During the
Safavid era, poetry—particularly that of Sa'eb—was often regarded as
a cultural discourse capable of influencing social norms and patterns.
Through a qualitative analysis of Sa'eb’s poetry and its comparison
with Thomas Spragens’s four-stage model, this study reached the
following conclusions:

- In the first stage, which involves observing and describing
societal ills, Sa'eb identifies the political and social problems
of his time as including brain drain, social isolation,
selfishness, jealousy and ambition, extravagance and vanity,
hatred, oppression, hypocrisy, poverty, and a pervasive spirit
of submission and spiritual fear among the people.

- In the second stage, which involves identifying the root causes
of societal problems, Sa'eb attributes the social, political, and
literary disorders of his time to the specific governing
conditions and the dominance of political-religious ideology.
He believes this dominance leads to the marginalization and
humiliation of free thinkers, the sanctification of power, the
rise of fatalism, authoritarianism, and the lack of breadth of
disposition among those in power.

- In the third stage, which involves articulating the features of an
ideal society, Sa'eb seeks to depict a utopian society. He
expands the idea of breadth of disposition, presenting himself
as the ideal citizen and India as a symbolic utopia, thereby
offering a tangible and emblematic model for societal
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reform—one in which rulers and citizens with expansive
breadth of disposition embody the highest human virtues
across political, social, and ideological dimensions. In this
ideal society, people, regardless of skin color, ethnicity, or
religionlive together in peace, solidarity, and security.

- In the final stage, by offering remedies, Sa'eb introduces
pathways for overcoming social ills. These include upholding
morality, humility, justice, contentment, openness to criticism,
and tolerance toward diverse faiths, ideas, and peoples, as well
as avoiding hypocrisy, passivity, greed, resentment, violence,
fault-finding, and harm to others. These remedies, in essence,
are normative imperatives intended to guide society from its
current flawed state toward an envisioned, ideal condition.
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Interpretation and Hermeneutic Analysis of Aliyeh
Ataei's ""The Likeness of Galileo'" Through
Psychoanalytic and Marxist Feminist Approaches

Homayoun Jamshidian”
Leila Nowruzpour
Marzieh Nakhaei™

The Likeness of Galileo, a narrative from Aliyeh Ataei's collection
Eye of the Dog, tells the story of an Afghan man who travels to Iran
with a snake intended for sale. The protagonist, Zia, ascribes various
characteristics, feelings, and behaviors to his wife, daughter, and
occasionally other women, mirroring the traits he attributes to the
snake. This article seeks to uncover the rationale behind these
attributions. To achieve this, the text is examined through the
frameworks of psychoanalysis and Marxist feminism. The research
employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, focusing on
interpretation and exegesis. Findings indicate that the text's
unconscious elements, as expressed through the protagonist,
interchangeably depict women and the snake through mechanisms
such as integration, displacement, association, and symbolization.
Both women and the snake are objectified for economic gain. The
normalization of the relationship between the woman and the snake
reflects the protagonist's desires, ultimately leading to a semblance of
liberation from his oppressive control, manifested as self-identity,
independence, and the satisfaction of fundamental needs. The value
systems articulated in the story are reinterpreted through the
protagonist's dominant viewpoint, reinforcing his authority over the
woman/snake dynamic.
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Introduction

In the story "The Likeness of Galileo", the traits and characteristics
attributed to the women—especially the wife of the main character—
are shared with those of his snake. The question arises: why does the
protagonist use the same descriptions, images, and emotional states
for women, particularly his wife and daughter, as he does for the
snake? It appears that this text, as a work of art, possesses both
conscious and unconscious dimensions, much like a dream. Richard
Wollheim uses the term “unseen dreams” for those artistic works
dominated in part or whole by fantasy and the unconscious. Therefore,
one may approach a work of art in the same way one interprets a
dream. To access the unconscious and uncover the meanings of its
signs, it is necessary to return to conscious experience and lived
reality.

Research Questions
1. What is the reason behind the similarity between the states and
attributes assigned to women and the snake in this story?
2. What is the social position of the woman/snake in the
narrative?
Methodology
The theoretical approach of this study was not predetermined but
selected after reading the text and encountering the central problem.
Accordingly, the method will be descriptive-analytical and
hermeneutic, interpreting ambiguous concepts based on textual
evidence.

Theoretical Framework

In a psychoanalytic reading of the story, the same approach used in
analyzing human psychology may be applied. As with dreams—where
there is a manifest level (what the dreamer remembered and recalled)
and a latent level (the hidden and underlying meaning)—Iliterary texts
may also contain deeper meanings that lie beneath the surface and
must be uncovered through interpretation. Dream-like manifests
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through integration, displacement, association, and symbolization. In
the manifest level of a dream, signs and images stand in for hidden
meanings—a process known as displacement. Sometimes, multiple
meanings converge into a single sign, known as integration. The
dreamer—and by extension the critic—must engage with these
mechanisms of representation.

In Marxist criticism, the primary focus lies on the economic systems
that shape human societies and constitute their relations and power
hierarchies. The acquisition and maintenance of power drive many
human endeavors across different domains. The dominant social class
acts in ways—or constructs reality in such a manner—that its position
seems natural or even invisible to the masses. A key goal for Marxist
critics is to uncover and demystify these seemingly natural concepts,
which in reality arise from specific ideological discourses.

Story Summary

This story narrates the journey of a man named Zia from Afghanistan,
who takes advantage of the chaos of war and the abandonment of his
wife and daughter to pursue what he calls “progress” by engaging in
animal smuggling—specifically snakes. Upon arriving in Tehran, he
takes up residence in the home of a woman named Maria and becomes
involved in both real-life and virtual communities in Iran in an attempt
to sell the snake he brought from Afghanistan. Ultimately, he fails in
this endeavor. The snake, which over time has grown distant from its
natural instincts, developed human-like behaviors, and become
completely domesticated, is eventually released. Once set free, it
reverts to its intrinsic serpentine nature.

Through the narrative, Zia repeatedly speaks about his wife and
daughter. In the end, the story remains an incomplete ending. Just as
the fate of the snake remains unknown, so too does the fate of Zia’s
wife and daughter, who had fled Afghanistan at the onset of war.
Discussion and Analysis

The central concern of this article is the position of women and the
symbols, signs, and qualities attributed to them, making the text
particularly suitable for a feminist critique. Since these elements are
often implicit and subtly embedded, interpretation and analysis are
essential. The protagonist, Zia, repeatedly uses the same human
descriptions, metaphors, and emotional states for both his wife and the
snake. As these parallels occur multiple times throughout the
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narrative, they are clearly not coincidental and demand a deeper
interpretation. In light of the story’s dreamlike quality, the
subconscious aspects of the main character, and based on Freudian
psychoanalytic theory, one plausible reading is to view the narrative
as resembling a dream, comprised of both manifest (surface) and
latent (hidden) content.

In this framework, Zia’s explicit comments about his wife and
daughter represent the manifest content, while the characteristics
attributed to the snake—which contradict its inherent animalistic
nature—form the latent content. It is as though we are reading two
overlapping stories: one clearly about his family, and another, more
veiled, about the snake, which serves as a symbolic projection of
deeper psychological truths.

Conclusion

The central question of this study has been: Why does the main
character of the story describe women—particularly his wife and
daughter—using the same language and imagery he uses for the
snake? Why does he frequently recall his wife and daughter when
speaking of the snake he has brought to Iran to sell, and vice versa?
This article has aimed, by reflecting on these questions, to uncover
one or more possible meanings of the narrative.

The article operates on the assumption—based on Freud’s
psychoanalytic approach—that like human beings, some texts contain
multiple layers and unconscious depths, whose hidden meanings may
be revealed through interpretation. The first part of the study drew
upon Freud’s theory of latent and manifest content in dreams and
literary texts to explain this phenomenon. In the story, the snake and
the woman are merged and substituted for one another. When Zia
speaks of the snake, he is unconsciously referring to his wife and
daughter as well. The images and symbols presented in the narrative
express Zia’s unconscious attitudes toward women. Therefore, to
speak of the snake is, simultaneously, to speak of the woman.

In pursuit of his own desires, Zia objectifies not only animals—
specifically the snake—but also his wife and daughter, aligning with a
Marxist reading in which people are reduced to commodities. On
another level, the snake, wife, and daughter become the same entity.
Given that the main character occupies a position of power, he strips
concepts such as intelligence, consciousness, and natural life of their
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original meaning—an indication of a hierarchical discourse and Zia’s
dominance over the woman/snake.

The snake’s dependence and eventual liberation are intimately tied to
its mode of life and sustenance. As long as it consumes food contrary
to its natural instinct—specifically frozen chicken, a symbol of urban
consumerist life—it remains under Zia’s control, behaving in
humanlike ways. Its emancipation begins when it hunts for its own
food, reclaiming its natural and independent way of life. The
snake/woman thus journeys from dependence to autonomy and
ultimately to freedom from Zia and objectification. In his role as the
dominant figure, Zia disrupts the snake’s natural mode of existence.
For most of the story, the woman/snake lacks agency. Her agency
only emerges at the end, as a direct result of escaping Zia’s control.
This is physically manifested in actions such as curling—a movement
she was forbidden to perform—hunting instead of eating frozen
chicken, abandoning the suitcase that confined her, and moving freely
through nature. There is no dialogue between the female characters in
the story; they are presented only through Zia’s perspective or, in one
instance, through another man who also views them with contempt.
This aligns with the overarching dominance of the male gaze in both
narrative and power dynamics.

The idea of Zia’s wife and daughter leaving Afghanistan stands in
contrast to remaining under his control. They break free from his
dominance at the very beginning of the story. The snake, by contrast,
begins in a state of subjugation and only gains freedom by the end,
reclaiming its true and natural identity. The story concludes with an
open ending: the fate of Zia’s wife and daughter outside Afghanistan
remains unknown. Yet through the agency and emancipation of the
snake, one may infer a possible, though unspoken, trajectory for them
as well.
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