ABSTRACTS

A Study and Analysis of Black Color
Manifestations in Siavash Story in Shahnameh

Morteza Mosaffa"
Ali-Mohammad Shah-Sani"

Color is one of the most effective tools of literary and artistic creation.
The application of color is shaped according to the structure and
theme of the stories in the Shahnameh. The story of Siavash in the
Shahnameh is one of these stories that is constructed and narrated in
this way. The black color in this story is narrated and expressed in
accordance with the narrative flow of the story and the mythic theme
that is discussed in it. However, the black color in this story has
functions that represent dual aspects, meaning that sometimes it
reflects a good and positive concept and sometimes it represents a
negative image, and this is a matter of reflection as to what cultural
and mythical beliefs and thoughts such an attitude arises from.
Accordingly, the aim of this paper is to analyse the cultural and
mythological roots of the color black function in this story, and the
most important question of the present research is what attitudes the
cultural and mythological roots of the positive and negative aspects of
this color in this story arise from in the scope of Iranian and Islamic
culture, which will be addressed with a descriptive-analytical method
and based on library studies (documentation). The most important
hypothesis that is raised in response to this question is that the
contrasting manifestations of the color black in Siavash's story were
influenced by the breadth of Ferdowsi's intellectual and cultural
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sphere and also arose from the diversity of thoughts and ideas of the
diverse Iranian and non-Iranian ethnic groups. In brief, the results of
the research indicate that although the color black generally has a
negative and ominous manifestation in the mythology and culture of
nations, in the Shahnameh, and especially the story of Siavash, it
sometimes has a good and blessed manifestation under the influence
of different ideas and beliefs that existed in the Iranian civilization.
The color black in this story is in line with the Iranian dualistic
worldview, carrying a positive and negative duality, but what is
evident in this story is the dominant thought of the Aryan worldview,
which did not like darkness and blackness and considered them evil
under Zoroastrian teachings.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Ferdowsi, Black Color, Myth, Siavash.

1. Introduction

Great literary masterpieces are composed of elements that, within their
specific context and structure, contribute to the overall coherence and
unity of the work. The enduring majesty of such works lies in the
harmonious integration of these minute elements within a broader
systemic framework. In this regard, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh stands as a
foundational work, characterized by meticulous precision in the
employment of poetic techniques and subtleties. One of the primary
elements manifesting in the imaginative and emotional fabric of
Ferdowsi's poetic language is the element of "color." Ferdowsi
exhibited a profound attention to this multifaceted component, more
so than his contemporaries, and his sophisticated use of color is a
primary reason for the vividness and sensory impact of his imagery. In
Ferdowsi's poetry, color transcends mere material description,
acquiring a perceptible and emotional expressive power that extends
from the physical realm to spiritual dimensions. He deliberately
employs the dramatic, theatrical, and symbolic aspects of color within
his poetic discourse.

During the era of the Shahnameh's composition, poets were
exceptionally precise in their use of color within imagery, ensuring
that every entity or phenomenon was rendered with a specific hue to
establish a vivid connection between life and nature. Within this
framework, light and darkness as fundamental aspects of color play a
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critical role in creating the "chiaroscuro" (light and shadow) effect of
the imagery. As a master of the Khorasani style, Ferdowsi
demonstrated a particular devotion to landscape painting and realism,
utilizing color to make abstract concepts perceptible. In the various
narratives of the Shahnameh, the application of color is shaped by the
structure and thematic core of the story. The narrative of Siyavash is
one such instance where the color black is deployed in accordance
with the narrative arc and mythological motifs. A compelling aspect
of this story is that the color black exhibits a dualistic function; it
simultaneously reflects positive, auspicious meanings and negative,
ominous images. Consequently, the primary question of this research
is: In which elements and characters of Siyavash's story does the color
black manifest, and from what cultural and mythological perspectives
in the broader Iranian and Islamic tradition do these contradictory
positive and negative connotations derive?

3. Theoretical Framework and Methodology

Color resides within the realm of human perception and visual sensory
input. In literary and artistic dimensions, color serves as a vital tool for
imagery, particularly in the Khorasani style, which is grounded in
naturalism and a sensory engagement with the surrounding world. In
this style, colors are employed both in their literal material sense and
through metaphorical and rhetorical structures. This research adopts a
descriptive-analytical method based on library research. The
theoretical premise of the study is that the contradictory
manifestations of the color black in the story of Siyavash are
influenced by the breadth of Ferdowsi's intellectual horizon and the
diverse thoughts of Iranian and non-Iranian peoples. In this context,
the color black is analyzed as a symbol that conveys opposing
meanings depending on the narrative context.

4. Key Findings and Analysis of the Five Axes of Black

The analysis of the prominent manifestations of the color black in the
story of Siyavash is conducted across five primary axes, each
representing a different facet of semantic contradiction:

First: The Name of Siyavash and Mythological Roots; The color black
first appears in the name of the protagonist. Siyavash appears in
Afrasiyab's dream as a "black-clad rider." In mythological analysis,
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two perspectives exist: the Mesopotamian narrative reduces this black-
clad appearance to ritualistic customs (applying black pigment to the
face), symbolizing the return of a deity from the underworld.
However, the Transoxiana (Fararud) narrative, which aligns more
closely with the Shahnameh, suggests that Siyavash was originally a
"totem" in the form of a black horse, which evolved into the image of
a rider (king) as human societies developed. This indicates that the
blackness in Siyavash's name is rooted in ancient totemic beliefs,
embodying a sense of authenticity and return.

*Second: Geography and the Land of Turan; In the description of
Turan, the color black manifests as "darkness." Turan, located to the
north of Iran, was perceived by Aryan peoples as the direction of the
North (Apakhtar) the abode of darkness and the damned. Here, the
color black is a symbol of misfortune and malignancy. This darkness
is also embodied in the character of Afrasiyab, whose appearance and
conduct are depicted as dark and black, akin to demons and Ahrimanic
entities. In this axis, black is entirely linked to negative and demonic
concepts.

Third: Shabrang (The Black Horse); The black horse of Siyavash
represents another positive manifestation of the color black. The
visual and semantic similarities between Shabrang and Siyavash
reflect the same ancient Transoxiana rituals. The human-like nobility
and loyalty of Shabrang, and his assistance to Siyavash and Key
Khosrow in critical situations, demonstrate that the color black here
transcends ominous meanings, becoming a symbol of auspiciousness,
loyalty, and power.

Fourth: The Racial Mark of the Kiyani Kings; The presence of a black
mark on the bodies of the Kiyani kings (inherited from Key Qobad)
serves as a direct sign of distinction, royal power, and genealogical
authenticity. In this instance, black is no longer a symbol of darkness
but serves as a "racial code," representing a positive and legitimizing
facet of royal lineage.

Fifth: The Tradition of Black-wearing in Mourning; Conversely,
wearing black during the loss of loved ones serves a negative function.
According to Zoroastrian belief, death is inherently Ahrimanic, and
Ahriman belongs to the realm of darkness. Thus, the link between
bereavement and the color black in Iranian-Islamic culture is rooted in
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this belief. In the Shahnameh, when the courtiers of Iran clothe
themselves in black upon hearing the news of Siyavash's death, they
utilize the color black as a symbol of grief and a connection to the
dark realm of death.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, this research demonstrates that the color black in the
story of Siyavash, influenced by the diverse intellectual currents of the
Iranian civilization, simultaneously carries dualistic positive and
negative connotations. While in the Aryan worldview and Zoroastrian
teachings, darkness and blackness were viewed with apprehension due
to their association with Ahriman, they nonetheless manifest as
auspicious and noble in certain mythological layers (such as the name,
the totemic horse, and the royal mark). Therefore, the color black in
this narrative is aligned with the Iranian dualistic worldview. Through
his poetic mastery, Ferdowsi has successfully captured the tension
between ancient mythological beliefs and cultural traditions within the
spectrum of the color black, illustrating how a single color can
transition from a demonic symbol to a symbol of authenticity
depending on its position within the narrative.
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