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Reflection of Historical Metatext in Contemporary Alawi Perspectives
(Case Study of Poets' Work Collections in the Astana of the Prophet's (Amir al-Mu'minin))

Abstract:

Metatext refers to all elements outside a text that influence its formation. Historical metatexts, in
particular, derive from the corpus of history and encompass historical events that shape literary
creation. Alavid manaqib (panegyrics) are a subgenre of devotional poetry, and one of their
stylistic features is the frequent use of Islamic historical events through allusion, adaptation, and
other literary techniques.

This study examines the use of historical metatexts in contemporary Alavid manaqib through the
lens of the poetry anthology The Poets' Work Collections in the Astana of the Prophet's (Amir al-
Mu'minin)). The central research question is: To what extent do contemporary poets utilize
historical events in composing Alavid manaqib, and what is the quantitative and qualitative
nature of this usage?

An analysis of the poems reveals that most contemporary poets employ historical metatexts in
their compositions. These references align with authentic historical sources, with the most
frequent being the martyrdom of Imam “Ali (a), followed—with a noticeable statistical gap—Dby
events such as his battles, his marriage to Fatima (s), and the event of Ghadir Khumm. The least
referenced are his birth in the Ka'ba and his upbringing by the Prophet Muhammad (s).

Key findings include the dominance of general historical narratives over detailed depictions,
repetition of known themes, lack of innovation, and insufficient exploration of lesser-known
historical dimensions. The overwhelming focus on the martyrdom of "Ali (a) and the relative
neglect of his conduct and character suggest a tendency among poets to emphasize emotional
aspects of panegyric poetry, often at the expense of its deeper objective—namely, the
transmission of profound human values through the portrayal of the praised figure.

Keywords: Historical metatext, Manaqib, Alavi Manaqib, Contemporary poetry
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