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A Comparative Study of the Experience of the journey
to the Qanat in the fiction of '""The Curse of the Earth"
by Ale-Ahmad and the "Kareez'" by Shariati

Seyed Reza Shakeri’

A literary work can become an environment for the formation of
experiences that, in turn, narrate the presence of the human agent with
mental and practical dimensions and activism in the context of social
and historical developments. Jalal Ale-Ahmad and Ali Shariati, two
Iranian intellectuals from 1951 to 1971, in addition to developing a
kind of critical thinking about the modernization process and
development policies of that period, tested methods for individual,
social, and political activism that can be beneficial for today. In this
article, the experience of these two intellectuals from the category of
Iranian qanat in literary texts, namely, The Curse of the Earth and
Kariz, has been studied with a combined approach of comparative
philosophy and comparative literature with the aim of comparative
understanding of these two experiences. The result of this study shows
that in Ale-Ahmad's experience, the ganat is a social phenomenon, and
in Shariati's experience, it is an existential and individual phenomenon
with valuable aspects of social cognition and action.

Keywords: Qanat, Kariz, Ale-Ahmad, Shariati, Authoritative
development.

Extended abstract

problem

Kariz or Qanat is a long-familiar structure in rural life in Iran, and has
played a serious role in agriculture, water supply, and drinking in
Iranian history. For Shariati, Kariz is a symbol of a journey within
oneself and discovering the secrets of human existence and creation,
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which ultimately leads to fertility and prosperity, and for Ale-Ahmad,
it is narrated as part of the natural life of the village, which is
ultimately destroyed by social conflicts.

Theoretical Framework

In this article, with a comparative and combined approach drawn from
philosophies and comparative literature, this common experience with
two different meanings and aspects is analyzed and explained. The
comparative approach in philosophy and literature has been popular
since ancient times, and these two have grown and developed as
specialized disciplines in the field of philosophy and in the history of
modern scientific institutions. Comparative philosophy and literature
never grow in a vacuum, but this research is formed in the
interdisciplinarity connected with the truth of the literary text and the
realities of existence. Between those two aspects, it is always and
continuously. With this assumption, we are dealing with at least two
or three cultural and intellectual traditions in one or two times in
comparison.

Qanat as the center of the lived experience

For Shariati, Kariz is a symbol of a journey within oneself and
discovering the secrets of human existence and creation, which
ultimately is fertility and prosperity, and for Ale-Ahmad, it is narrated
as a part of natural rural life that is ultimately destroyed by social
contradictions. In this article, with a comparative and combined
approach derived from philosophy and comparative literature, this
common experience with two different meanings and aspects is
analyzed and explained. This article aims to describe the format of a
literary text with a phenomenon in rural life and the different
experiences of the two.

Main Discussion

Both authors are aware of the cultural and social aspects of Kariz in
Iran and refer to it in their various works. From examining the
thoughts and aspects of the experience of both authors of Kariz, it is
clear that their goal is a social matter, that is, awakening and
awareness, which is achieved through two different methods and
paths. For example, Shariati sees Kariz's experience as dredging and



30/Pazhiihish-i ZabanvaAdabiyyat-iFarst

revitalizing the water path for growth and prosperity. The same
revival that took place in the throne of religious enlightenment, and he
follows in the works and thoughts of Seyyed Jamal and Igbal Lahori,
etc. For Ale-Ahmad, the Qanat is a social matter because it is
intertwined with people's lives. Water has long been a cause of
conflict and conflict in Iran for this reason. For Ale-Ahmad, the Qanat
is something rooted in tradition and a powerful element of rural life in
the face of machines and developers, eventually becoming its own
opposite and bringing about social destruction and ruin.

Results

In Ale-Ahmad's view, and with emphasis on the book The Curse of
the Earth, the qanat is closely observed in a social situation, combined
with the spirit, economy, and life of the villagers, and in the form of
participation and observation. In addition, Kariz is considered by Ale-
Ahmad as an existential and individual matter on the margins of the
social matter. Shariati can treat modernization in the Islamic world
and Iran, and for joint participation and his own views, namely the
works of Islamic revivalism, look at Kariz as a cultural, intellectual,
and human resource that occurs over time and as a result of various
factors, and its revival and revival requires measures and actions that
first deal with principles and personalities.
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