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. stylistic- pragmatic level
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. cultural equivalent
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. modulation

. compensation

. explanation or expansion of the meaning
. implicitation

. reduction

. omission

. changes in the type of sentences
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. conservation
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. acceptability
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1-  who was thanking him for his inspiration on the “Nightline” program.
She referred to him as a prophet (Album, 1994: 25).
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2-  on Tremont Avenue, next to an Italian beer garden where the old men
played boccie on summer evenings (Album, 1994: 25).
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3- I earned a master’s degree in journalism (Album, 1994: 25).
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4-  who was thanking him for his inspiration on the “Nightline” program.
She referred to him as a prophet (Album, 1994: 25).
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(Garcés, 1994: 78-80) o,lo

5-  His shaky handwriting was now indecipherable to everyone but him
(Album, 1994: 25).
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6-  How about family? (Album, 1994: 25).
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7- Now what? he thought (Album, 1994: 25).
(YO N 5Ll ygd) Sudl o Sl ax Y ool o ol -V
G975 el (2
o5lg L «his death sentencen ofly aw ply 1o Hloz yie cpuds 5 ok do> 5 0
ilos I8 a4y 1) (S e
8-  His death sentence came in the summer of 1994 (Album, 1994: 25).
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9-  ...having enough money, meeting the mortgage, getting a new car,
fixing the radiator when it breaks (Album, 1994: 25).
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10- Nurses came to his house to work with Morrie’s withering legs (Album,
1994: 25).
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11- He would listen to opera sometimes at night, closing his eyes (Album,
1994 25).
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12- He crossed his hands in his lap and smiled (Album, 1994: 25).
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13- he asked them to sit before he broke the news (Album, 1994: 25).
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14-  There were health care workers now staying through the night (Album,
1994: 25).
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15-  “He wants you to come visit”, Charlotte said (Album, 1994: 25).
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16- since his father, a Russian immigrant, could not read English, Morrie
had to break the news (Album, 1994: 25).
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17- It was taught from experience (Album, 1994: 25).
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18- he wore a windbreaker and his legs were covered by a blanket (Album,
1994 25).
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19-  yet I could not deny that sitting in his presence was almost magically

serene, the same calm breeze that soothed me back in college (Album,
1994 25).

sl blio ,0 Grets L@l jo o oyl o los (15 Bl el b Jy )4
YO NYAY ok 5 o) 1ol o 1,80 o Ll ols oo s (10




5 o Oyl D90 | keep in touch) Cuie &l glile 08 55 L ol jo

Wl 03551 (0355 @k 1) L3 olate Jad
20-  promised to keep in touch (Album, 1994: 25).
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21-  Morrie cried and laughed with them (Album, 1994: 25).
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22-  the culture doesn’t encourage you to think about such things until
you’re about to die (Album, 1994: 25).
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23-  One day he was walking along the Charles River, and a cold burst of
wind left him choking for air (Album, 1994: 25).
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24-  “Give him air!” someone yelled (Album, 1994: 25).
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25-  Although his teeth are crooked and his lower ones are slanted back—
as if someone had once punched them in—when he smiles it’s as if
you’d just told him the first joke on earth (Album, 1994: 25).
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26- My uncle had worked for a corporation (Album, 1994: 6).
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27- But Morrie, who was always more in touch with his insides than the
rest of us, knew something else was wrong. This was more than old
age (Album, 1994: 25).
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28- “I’m ... okay,” Morrie whispered, raising a shaky finger. “Just ...
wait a minute” (Album, 1994: 25).

(o5 S3>) -YA

So do |y dles g0 a8 conl ey Sl axgie o) Jle )0 pudes g pudes da 5
.leoa‘dui;.(b[fdl,o.?

29-  The pancreas. A rare form (Album, 1994: 25).
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30- that’s what our culture does. That’s what our economy does (Album,
1994: 45).
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31- Iasked Morrie if he felt sorry for himself (Album, 1994: 25).
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32- Should we skip it?” I asked. “Will it make you too tired?” (Album, 1994:
25).
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was cranked to a fifth gear, and everything I did, I did on a deadline. I
& ,9—0 4 |, exercised like a demon. I drove my car at a breakneck speed.
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1. negative dialectics

2. immanent critique

3. Edward Said

4. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
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ABSTRACTS

A Study of the Lineage and Position of “Khatib Qazvini”
in the History of the Development of Rhetorical Sciences

Nahid Tehrani Sabet"

Iranians have played an important role in the development of sciences
within Islamic civilization, especially in the formation of the rhetorical
sciences. Their mastery in this field was so remarkable that Shawqi
Dayf spoke explicitly about it. This may be one of the reasons why
some of them were attributed to Arab lineage. Al-Khatib al-Qazvini, a
prominent scholar of rhetoric in the 7th and 8th centuries AH, is one
such figure. Ahmad Matlub believes that he laid the foundations of
Arabic rhetoric, and—according to most Arabic sources—associates
him with “Abi Dulaf al-‘[jli,” emphasizing his Arab origin. The
purpose of this article is to examine the accuracy and validity of these
claims and the context in which they emerged, based on Arabic and
Persian sources and through a documentary research method.

Keywords: Khatib Qazvini, history of rhetoric, nationality, Iranians,
Islamic civilization.

Introduction

Rhetoric has attracted attention since the time of Plato and Aristotle,
and after the advent of Islam, Muslims paid even greater attention to it
because it helped explain the miraculous nature of the Holy Qur’an. In
this context, the role of Iranians in developing the rhetorical sciences
is remarkable, both in the creation of literary works in poetry and
prose, and in the field of literary scholarship. The four stages in the
evolution of rhetorical sciences in the Arabic language—emergence,
growth, flourishing, and stagnation—are well known. Beginning in
the second period, the early Abbasid era (132-232 AH), rhetorical

" Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Farhangian
University, Tehran, Iran.

tehranisabet@yahoo.com

0009-0009-6710-4190



2/Pazhithish-i ZabanvaAdabiyyat-iFarsi

considerations expanded significantly. The role of Iranians during this
period is notable because the second century witnessed major
developments following a political revolution: the Umayyad
government in Syria collapsed, and the descendants of Abbas, the
uncle of the Prophet (PBUH), came to power. From that point onward,
the foundations of the Abbasid state rested largely on the support of
Iranians and the Shul ubiyyah movement in general. Iranians
penetrated all aspects of governance, and the capital was moved from
Damascus to Baghdad, on the border with Iran and near the city of
Mada’in, the former capital of the Sasanian Empire. After that,
innovation and the adoption of the best elements found in non-Arab
civilizations became a common practice.

Shawqi [Jayf considers the most important reason for the expansion of
rhetorical discussions in the early Abbasid era to be the evolution of
poetry and prose, along with the growth of intellectual and urban life.
According to him, this transformation was the result of the widespread
presence of mawalt and Iranians who had mastered the Arabic
language and entered the field of literature with great skill. Their
presence enabled Arabic poetry to break free from the dryness and
limited themes of Bedouin life and to incorporate precise meanings,
philosophical reflections, reasoning, analogies, and allegorical
expressions. As a result, themes related to Iranian culture and life
entered the poetry of the second and third centuries AH. Among the
influential Iranian poets of that time, Bashshar ibn Burd (the pioneer
of modern poetry), Abii Nuwas, and Abu al-l Atahiyah played
prominent roles. Ibn al-Mull tazz wrote al-Badil in response to these
Abbasid poets in order to show that they were not superior to the
ancient poets in rhetorical innovations (badi). This was because the
Shull @ibiyyah held the view that rhetorical ornaments (badill ) were
introduced into Arabic poetry by Iranian poets. In prose, Ibn al-
Mugaffall —who was Iranian—established the new Abbasid prose
style (known as the muwallad style). Other major scholars such as
Abi [ Ubaydah Mall mar ibn al-Muthanna, Ibn Qutaybah al-
Dinawari, Aba Hilal al-l Askari, Abi al-Hasan [ Alf ibn [ Abd al-
[ Aziz al-Jurjani, as well as | Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Qal /1 Abu al-
Hasan [ Abd al-Jabbar al-Mull tazili (al-Hamadani al-Asadabadi), Jar
Allah al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Sakkaki, and Sall d al-
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Din al-Taftazani—who were all followers of | Abd al-Qahir—were
likewise of Iranian origin.

Discussion

Khatib al-Qazwini was a judge and scholar of the 7th and 8th
centuries AH. Some biographers have referred to him as Dhu al-
Funiin and | Allamah. Before the age of twenty, he was appointed as a
judge in Anatolia under the Rum (Byzantine) Empire. He later
traveled to Syria, and after mastering the principles of mall ani, bayan,
and the techniques of Arabic rhetoric, he became the preacher
(khal11b) of the Jamil Mosque of Damascus. He was then promoted
to the position of judge in the Levant. After some time, he was
appointed judge of that region by King al-NalJir Ayyub1 of Egypt, and
eventually he assumed the judiciary of the entire Levant. Ibn Kathir
(701-774 AH) writes in al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah about Khatib al-
Qazwini and his brother that “they entered Damascus from their
homeland during the Tatar era,” but he does not mention any
connection to Abu Dulaf al-l [jli. According to The Dictionary of
Notable Figures of Qazvin, the family of Khatib al-Qazwini originally
resided in Tabriz, having migrated there from Qazvin due to the
insecurity caused by the Ismaili uprisings and later the Mongol
invasion. Arabic sources report that Khatib al-Qazwini was born in
Mosul in 666 AH, while his brother was born in Tabriz. There is no
disagreement that his family was from Qazvin, for all sources
consistently maintain the title “al-Qazwini.” Shawqi [layf writes that
the title “al-Qazwin1” is due to the fact that some of his ancestors lived
in Qazvin. However, like Ahmad Malllub, he considers Khatib al-
Qazwini to be of genuine Arab origin, tracing his lineage back to Abu
Dulaf al-l TjIi, the general of al-Mall miin. Safadi (696764 AH), who
was his contemporary, also writes: “He is attributed to Abi Dulaf al-
0 gl

For Iranians, despite the presence of figures such as Abii Muslim, the
Barmakids, the Sahl family, and others, the idea that the Abbasid
movement was purely an Arab movement is unacceptable. Likewise,
even with the involvement of religious Mazdakite missionaries such
as Khaddash, the Abbasid movement cannot be regarded as a purely
Islamic one.However, contemporary Arabist scholarship offers a
different interpretation of the Abbasid movement, the most detailed of
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which appears in Dr. Faruq [ Umar’s book Studies on Abbasid
History. He argues that the early Orientalists became acquainted with
the history of the East and Islam only by coincidence, and that their
incomplete familiarity with the language and sources—combined with
certain preconceived assumptions—prevented them from reaching an
accurate understanding. For example, the Orientalist Flotten,
influenced by the nationalist spirit that dominated Europe at the time,
especially Germany, offered a racial interpretation of the Abbasid
revolution and considered it an Iranian rebellion against Arab
rule.Newly discovered manuscripts, however—such as Akhbar al-
[ Abbas wa Waladih, whose author was a loyalist of the Abbasids and
whose narratives apparently rely on secret documents—demonstrate
how Hamza al-Isfahani and al-Dinawar1 exaggerated the role of Abu
Muslim.According to Faruq [ Umar, the Abbasid movement was
actually an uprising led by Arabs living in Khurasan—specifically, the
mujahidin of the Turkestan frontier and local governors—against the
Umayyad government. It was not an ethnic Iranian movement; rather,
it was supported by both Arabs and Iranians who held an
understanding of Islam different from that of the Umayyads. He
further argues that if some of the insurgents appear to have Iranian
origins, it is because they were Arabs who had settled in Iran and were
known by the names of Iranian cities—leading historians to
mistakenly classify them as non-Arabs.

In contrast, Zakawati Qarqazli believes that behind all major spiritual
and cultural movements—such as Shill ism (Zaidi, Ismaili, Imami),
Sufism, philosophy, mysticism, literature, and science—there were
predominantly Iranians. A high proportion of great Islamic
philosophers, mystics, and scientists were Iranian. Likewise,
prominent narrators, principal Shill ite authors, and a number of the
most influential writers and poets in Arabic, from [ Abdul-[Jamid
Kat ib, Badil al-Zaman, and Ibn al-Mugqaffal to Bashar, Abu
Nuwas, and Abu al-ll Atahiya, were also Iranian. The Fatimid
administration in Egypt, along with its civilization and culture, was
significantly influenced by Iranians. Even the Mull tazilite movement
gained power and legitimacy through al-Mall miin, who was born to
an Iranian mother and his Iranian advisors. All of this demonstrates
the influence of an inclusive popular movement. It was the Shull Gibis
who recorded and organized Arabic syntax, grammar, vocabulary,
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meanings, expressions, prosody, rhyme, historical narratives, and
dates; in other words, they collected and systematized these elements.
By the seventh and eighth centuries AH, literary and rhetorical
sciences had reached the stage of textbook compilation, summarizing,
explaining, and expanding upon the works of predecessors. Khatib al-
Qazwin1’s main reference in rhetorical sciences was Sakkaki’s Miftal]
al-l Ulim, which quickly became an authoritative textbook. Khatib
al-Qazwint gained fame for his precise and clear summary of the third
part of Sakkaki’s Miftal | al-] Ultim. In this work, he removed much
of Sakkaki’s personal beliefs, disputed some of his views, replaced
certain definitions with others, and enriched the text by incorporating
insights from [ Abd al-Qahir Jarjani’s Dalal il al-l Ijaz and Asrar al-
Balagha, as well as Zamakhshari’s Kashshaf. Ideologically, Khatib al-
Qazwini was somewhat aligned with [ Abd al-Qahir Jarjani and
occasionally diverged from Sakkaki’s positions. Shortly after him,
successors arrived to explain his Talkhil] al-Miftal], the most
important commentator of which was Sall d al-Din Mal s ad ibn
| Umar Taftazani. Summarizing key texts (talkhi] al-mifta[]) became
a significant scholarly task, with numerous works published in this
field. Subsequently, scholars had no alternative but to organize these
summaries systematically

Conclusion

In fact, many individuals traditionally attributed to Arab tribes were
related only by lineage, not by blood. Meanwhile, people also adopted
Arab genealogies to gain social and cultural advantages. Figures such
as Hammad the narrator, Khalaf al-Ah mar, and Sall if ibn [ Umar,
who composed pre-Islamic qasidas with greater skill than the Arabs
themselves and established narrators and chains of transmission, were
certainly able to claim a credible Arab lineage. This discussion is
relevant to Khatib al-Qazwini as well. Among the Arabic sources
discussing individual biographies, often one source is considered
standard, with all others referring to it indirectly. Therefore, the
multiplicity of sources does not guarantee the reliability of the
information, since most rely on one or two original sources. In early
sources contemporary to Khatib al-Qazwini, it is usually mentioned
with doubt that he was a descendant of Aba Dalf [ Ijli, and no
certainty is expressed. After all these years and given the nature of the
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sources, it seems impossible to definitively determine whether Khatib
al-Qazwini was a genuine Arab or Iranian, particularly as he spent
most of his life in Arab lands. The widespread acceptance of "key
extraction" (ikhtiyar al-miftall) is another factor that may have
influenced this ambiguity. Ahmad Malllub regards Khatib al-Qazwini
as a principal figure in Arabic rhetoric, whereas Shawqi [layf
considers him to have lived during a period of dogmatism and
stagnation in rhetoric, when innovation had ceased, and only teaching,
explanation, and interpretation remained valid.The theory of meaning
and rhetoric originates with | Abd al-Qahir Jirjani, as well as with
Zamakhshari, and later with Sakkaki, who recognized the importance
of these concepts from a logical perspective and systematically
extracted and classified them through textual analysis.
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With Special Re A Typological Study
of Symbolic Debate ference to
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and Nezami’s Khamsa

Saced Karimi qare Baba’
Hasan Heidarzadeh Sardarud™
Debate is a type of literature in which a conversation is established
between two parties, each trying to demonstrate their virtues and
superiority. At the end of the debate, one party is persuaded and
defeated, while the other claims victory. However, debate has its flaws,
and symbolic debate is one of them. This article, conducted through a
descriptive method and content analysis, aims to answer the question:
What is symbolic debate? And how does it differ from conventional
debates? And also what is its nature, structure, and function in two
significant works of Persian literature, namely Ferdowsi's Shahnameh
and Nizami's Khamsa? In this research, it becomes evident that in
symbolic debate, the two parties use symbolic objects in addition to
words, driven by various motivations. The primary evidence for this
type of debate can be found in Shahnameh (Alexander's conversation
with the Indian philosopher Kid) and Khamsa Nizami (the story of the
Red Dome). In this form of debate, one party designs a series of
symbols for the other to decipher, engaging in a back-and-forth
exchange that may occur up to four times. Nizami also employs
symbolic debate in Iskandarnameh. These debates are present in
legends, historical narratives, and contemporary stories, blending
elements of epic, symbolic, and enigmatic genres for rhetorical
purposes such as visualization, emphasis, intelligence testing, and
conversation softening.

Keywords: Symbolic Debate, Khamsa, Nizami Ganjavi, Shahnameh,
literary genre.
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Introduction

Debate is one of the most ancient and influential literary modes
employed to represent intellectual, ethical, and ideological
confrontation in Persian literature. Beyond its argumentative function,
debate operates as a powerful narrative and rhetorical device that
enlivens the text, deepens meaning, and actively engages the reader in
the process of judgment and interpretation. From didactic and moral
debates to epic, lyrical, and allegorical forms, this mode has played a
crucial role in shaping the dialogic structure of classical Persian
literature.

However, literary debate in Persian texts does not adhere to a single
fixed or homogeneous form. Over time, it has undergone significant
transformations and has frequently merged with other literary genres,
giving rise to hybrid and less-studied forms. One such form is
symbolic debate, a mode of dialogue in which verbal argumentation is
replaced or supplemented by symbolic acts, objects, or signs that
convey meaning indirectly. In symbolic debate, meaning is not
articulated openly but encoded in symbols that require interpretation
and intellectual discernment by the opposing party.

Although symbolic debate shows affinities with riddles and enigmas,
it surpasses them in both scope and function. Its primary aim is not
mere intellectual entertainment but the examination of wisdom, moral
worth, political legitimacy, or spiritual insight. By employing
symbolic mediation, this form allows authors to soften confrontation
and transform conflict into a refined and multilayered exchange. For
this reason, major Persian poets such as Ferdowsi and Nezami Ganjavi
have consciously employed symbolic debate to enrich epic and
narrative discourse.

Despite its notable presence in classical texts, symbolic debate has
rarely been examined as an independent literary genre. Previous
studies have either mentioned it briefly or subsumed it under broader
categories such as riddles, allegory, or question-and-answer structures.
As a result, its typological characteristics, narrative mechanisms, and
rhetorical functions have remained insufficiently explored. The
present study aims to fill this scholarly gap by offering a systematic
typological analysis of symbolic debate in Persian literature, with a
particular focus on Shahnameh and Khamsa.
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Discussion

Nature and Characteristics of Symbolic Debate

Symbolic debate is a dialogic form in which conventional verbal
discourse is replaced or augmented by symbolic actions or objects.
Ordinary items such as bowls, jewels, garments, or ritual gestures
acquire communicative significance and function as vehicles of
meaning within the narrative context. Symbols in symbolic debate are
not decorative but operative; they structure the exchange and
determine its outcome.

A defining feature of symbolic debate is the active role of
interpretation. The addressee must decode the symbolic message
correctly, and success or failure in interpretation carries narrative,
ethical, or political consequences. This interpretive demand
distinguishes symbolic debate from riddles, where incorrect answers
typically have limited implications. In symbolic debate, understanding
becomes a test of intellect, wisdom, and legitimacy.

Symbolic Debate in Shahnameh

While direct verbal debates dominate Shahnameh, Ferdowsi also
presents sophisticated examples of symbolic debate. The most
prominent instance is the multilayered exchange between Alexander
and the Indian philosopher Kid. Here, the philosopher presents
symbolic puzzles that test not only Alexander’s intelligence but also
his moral insight and spiritual readiness. Alexander’s responses
demonstrate his transformation from a conquering hero into a
reflective and wise ruler.

Another significant example is the symbolic episode involving
Khosrow Parviz, who resolves objections to his marriage with Shirin
not through argument but through symbolic staging. Although the
exchange is one-sided, it retains the core structure of symbolic debate
and highlights Ferdowsi’s mastery in employing symbolic discourse to
resolve narrative tension.

Symbolic Debate in Nezami’s Khamsa

Nezami Ganjavi elevates symbolic debate to a level of exceptional
sophistication. In the Eskandarnama, the symbolic exchange between
Darius and Alexander—conducted through the sending of objects such
as a ball and a polo mallet—constitutes a subtle contest of political
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authority and intellectual supremacy. At times, Nezami allows the
same character to act simultaneously as the designer and interpreter of
symbols, a technique he justifies through the notion of auspicious
insight.

Another notable example is the episode of Alexander and Nushaba,
where bowls filled with jewels replace food, delivering a powerful
critique of human greed and ambition without direct moralizing. The
most intricate example of symbolic debate appears in the tale of the
Red Pavilion in Haft Peykar, where a multi-stage symbolic exchange
functions as a comprehensive trial of the hero’s wisdom, ethical
integrity, and emotional maturity. The sequential use of symbols
gradually unveils deeper layers of meaning, intertwining love,
intellect, and ascetic restraint.

Findings and Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that symbolic debate
constitutes a distinct and identifiable literary genre in Persian
literature and can not be adequately explained as a mere subtype of
riddles or enigmas. It is a hybrid form that integrates elements of epic
narrative, symbolic representation, and enigma-based reasoning,
serving multiple rhetorical and narrative functions.

Symbolic debate may occur in either unilateral or bilateral forms, and
in some cases, the roles of symbol designer and interpreter converge
in a single character. The complexity and semantic richness of
symbolic debate increase proportionally with the number of symbolic
stages involved. Moreover, this genre exhibits deep roots in Iranian
symbolic culture and appears not only in classical epic and romance
but also in folklore, historical narratives, and even modern Persian
fiction.

Ultimately, the study argues that symbolic debate opens new avenues
for genre studies in Persian literature and invites a more nuanced
understanding of dialogic practices in classical texts. By favoring
symbolic mediation over direct confrontation, this genre reflects a
distinctly Iranian mode of intellectual exchange—one grounded in
subtlety, interpretation, and wisdom—and offers a multilayered and
enduring literary expression.
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A Comparison of the Romantic Story
Of “Siavash and Sudabeh” and
“The Prince and the Maidservant”

Fatemeh Keramati’
Ahmad Khajehim™"

Forbidden love leads to tragedy. Two notable examples of this pattern
are the story of Siavash and Sudabeh in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and
the tale of the Prince and the Handmaiden in the Sindbad-nameh,
which share common features in the essence of the story. This study
has been conducted with the aim of comparatively examining the
narrative structure, character elements, and ethical and social themes
in these two narratives. The research method in this study is
comparative analysis based on library sources and studies in
comparative literature. The findings show that both narratives reflect a
shared pattern of “forbidden love and the oppressed male hero,” a
pattern rooted in mythological and moral archetypes of ancient
societies and recreated in the Iranian narrative with local
characteristics and an ethics-oriented worldview. These two stories,
despite numerous similarities such as: the prophecy about the future of
the main character at birth, the hero’s upbringing away from his
family, his return to the palace after a period of training, his entry into
the women’s quarters, the stepmother’s infatuation with the stepson,
the hero’s chastity and his loyalty to his father, the false accusation
made against him, the punishment of the hero despite his innocence,
the proof of his innocence, the forgiveness of the guilty party and
saving them from death, also have fundamental differences in the
essence of the story and in the ultimate fate that befalls the hero at the
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end. These differences appear especially in the type of ending, the
hero’s final social status, and the implicit message of the narrative,
and they reflect different cultural and value-based perspectives
underlying each narrative.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Sindbad-nameh, forbidden love, Siavash,
prince.

Introduction

Lyric literature is a manifestation of profound human emotions and a
reflection of love in literature. Persian literature, too, has long been
rich with love stories—works that sometimes celebrate love as a
sublime mystical or human experience, and at other times depict illicit
loves, giving it a tragic and cautionary dimension. The story of a
stepmother’s love for her stepson presents a different perspective on
love: an unwelcome and forbidden affection that neither warms the
beloved nor brings pride to the lover. It is a love that begins in secrecy
and concealment, but once revealed, it becomes a narrative of scandal
and the onset of conflict.

In most of these narratives, the stepmother calls the stepson to her
romantic and carnal desires, but the stepson, loyal to his father and
committed to moral principles, refuses her advances. Consequently,
the stepmother, in order to preserve her honor and power, seeks
revenge and schemes against him, while the stepson endures false
accusations and undeserved punishments, seeking God’s help to prove
his innocence. Even after his innocence is established, he becomes
entangled in an unwanted fate, and the outcome of his story is shaped
by the collective unconscious and cultural ethos, sometimes ending
happily and sometimes tragically, and inauspiciously

Discussion and Analysis

The narrative of Siavash and Sudabeh in the Shahnameh and the story
of The Prince and the Maiden in the Sindbadnameh are two prominent
examples of the depiction of forbidden love in Persian literature. Both
narratives portray the doomed love of a woman for her stepson,
centered around the element of “accusation” and its tragic
consequences, and they share notable similarities in terms of structure,
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main themes, and characteristics of the central characters, which
include:

Prophecy after Birth

Both the stories of Siavash and the Prince include a prophecy
following the hero’s birth; however, the nature of the prophecy differs.
For one hero, it predicts a bright and favorable future, while for the
other, it foresees a bitter and troubled destiny.

Beauty of the Hero

Having a beautiful and charming appearance is a common feature of
both Siavash and the Prince. Throughout both stories, especially from
birth to adulthood, their extraordinary beauty is repeatedly
emphasized, which is one of the factors that attracts the stepmothers to
these heroes.

Being Raised Away from the Father

After Siavash’s birth, when astrologers predict an ominous fate for
him, King Kavus entrusts him to Rostam to teach him the skills of
courtly and martial life. Similarly, in the Sindbadnameh, the king,
following the advice of philosophers, summons Sindbad and entrusts
his son to him for education and upbringing.

Returning to the Father

In the Shahnameh, after receiving the necessary training in combat
and courtly manners from Rostam, Siavash longs to see his father and
asks Rostam to take him to meet him. In the Sindbadnameh, after
Sindbad has taught the Prince all that was necessary, he brings him to
his father to demonstrate his worthiness.

Entering the Women’s Quarters

In the story of Siavash, Sudabeh approaches the king and, under the
pretext of choosing a bride for Siavash, requests that he be sent to the
harem. Reluctantly, and under the king’s insistence, Siavash prepares to
enter the women’s quarters. Similarly, in the Sindbadnameh, after the
Prince returns to the palace, he must follow Sindbad’s advice and
remain silent for seven days to ward off an ominous fate. Despite the
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king and ministers’ efforts, he maintains his silence, and they decide to
send him to the harem in the hope that he might speak with the women.

Stepmother’s Love for the Hero

The stepmother’s love for her stepson in both stories creates profound
challenges within familial relationships. The presence of the female
characters in each narrative is crucial, and they enter the story at
similar points in relation to the male heroes.

Chastity and Rejecting Treacherous Love

In the women’s quarters, Sudabeh prepares a private setting to seduce
Siavash, but he remains chaste and does not betray his father and
benefactor. Likewise, when the Prince enters the Maiden’s chamber,
and she confesses her love, asking him to help poison the king and
elevate her to the throne, he refuses and does not commit treachery
against his father.

Accusation Against the Hero

Both Sudabeh and the Maiden attempt throughout the story to escape
the control of their men. They easily yield to their personal desires,
and when thwarted, they accuse their stepsons of sexual assault.

Punishment Despite Innocence

After being rejected, Sudabeh constantly incites the king against
Siavash, leading King Kavus to send him to the fire—despite knowing
he is innocent—so that if he is guilty, he will be punished, and if
innocent, he will prove his innocence. Similarly, in the story of the
Prince, after the Maiden accuses him before the king, although the
ministers repeatedly assert his innocence, the king imprisons him and
even contemplates executing him.

Proving Innocence

After Sudabeh’s accusation, Siavash proves his innocence by
undergoing the trial of fire . When he passes through the fire unharmed,
his innocence and chastity are confirmed for all. Likewise, after the
ominous week predicted by Sindbad ends, the Prince breaks his silence
and recounts all that occurred with the Maiden to his father, thereby
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proving his innocence. The Maiden also confesses her wrongdoing,
confirming the Prince’s innocence.

Hero’s Forgiveness and Saving the Guilty Woman from Death

After Siavash proves his innocence through the trial by fire, the king
intends to punish Sudabeh, but Siavash intervenes and prevents her
death. Similarly, after the Prince proves his innocence, when the

ministers plot to punish the Maiden, he intervenes and saves her from
death.

Conclusion

The theme of a stepmother’s love for her stepson is a recurring motif
in the literature of Iran and the world. Although these two stories
differ in narrative details and endings, they exhibit notable similarities
in terms of structure, main themes, and the characteristics of the
central characters, which include:

-The prophecy of each main character’s future after birth

-The upbringing of both heroes away from their families

-Returning to the palace after receiving education and training
-Entering the women’s quarters

-The stepmother’s love for the stepson (the hero)

-The hero’s chastity and loyalty to his father

-Accusation against the hero

-Punishment despite innocence

-Proof of the hero’s innocence

-Forgiving the guilty party and saving them from death

Despite these similarities, the endings of the two stories are
completely different. In the Sindbadnameh, the Prince ascends the
throne peacefully after his father’s death. In contrast, the story of
Siavash has a tragic ending. To escape Sudabeh’s schemes, Siavash
makes peace with Afrasiyab and goes to Turan. Ultimately, through
Garsivaz’s conspiracy, Afrasiyab kills Siavash despite his innocence.
Rostam then avenges him by splitting Sudabeh in two and killing her,
and with the help of Kay Khosrow, Siavash’s son, Afrasiyab is
defeated. This difference in the conclusions reflects the diverse
mythological and cultural backgrounds of the two works, highlighting
the variety of perspectives on justice, destiny, and loyalty in classical
Iranian literature.
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An Investigation and Analysis of Semantic-Syntactic
Alignment in Persian Translations
of Tuesdays with Morrie
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The present paper evaluates the syntactic and semantic conformity
of two successful and best-selling Persian translations of the English
novel "Tuesdays with Morrie" by Mitch Albom, based on the Garcés
model (1994). The two mentioned translations were examined
according to the semantic-lexical and syntactic-morphological
components of the Garces model. Then they were evaluated from the
perspective of two criteria of acceptability and adequacy. The findings
indicated that Ghahremani's translation, in most cases, successfully
conveyed the sentence structures into Persian, demonstrating reliable
performance at the syntactic-morphological level. In contrast, Salim
and Salim's translation has been enhanced in conveying the meaning
and has performed well at the semantic-lexical level. Moreover,
syntactic-semantic conformity does not necessarily mean successful
conveyance of meaning, and these two are not always aligned. Finally,
it is up to the translator to decide which attribute is preferred in the
translation.

Keywords: literary translation, the novel “Tuesdays with Morrie”,
translation  evaluation, Garces  Model, syntactic-semantic
correspondence.
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Introduction and Theoretical Framework

The present study draws on Carmen Valero Garcés’s (1994)
evaluation model to examine the degree of semantic—syntactic
correspondence in two Persian translations of Mitch Albom’s novel
Tuesdays with Morrie and to explore how this correspondence affects
the transfer of meaning from the source language (English) to the
target language (Persian). Among the available translations, the
versions by Mandana Ghahremanlou (Tehran, Qatreh, 35th ed., 2021)
and Maryam Salim and Monireh Salim (Tehran, Soneboleh, 29th ed.,
2003) were selected as the corpus of the study due to their continued
reprints and popularity among readers. The English text published by
the Crown served as the source text for comparison. Because of its
emotional-philosophical theme and its portrayal of lived experiences
related to love, family, illness, and death, Tuesdays with Morrie is a
work in which the quality of rendering semantic and structural
subtleties in translation directly shapes the reader’s reception. This
makes a systematic examination of its translations particularly
necessary. The theoretical framework of the study is Garcés’s
evaluation model, which distinguishes four levels—semantic—lexical,
syntactic-morphological,  discoursal-functional, and stylistic—
pragmatic—and defines, for each level, a set of components and
strategies for assessing translations. In line with the research aim, the
analysis is limited to the first two levels, namely the semantic—lexical
and syntactic-morphological, while the discoursal-functional and
stylistic—pragmatic levels are left for future studies. Within this model,
the components at each level are classified into three categories—
“increase,” “maintenance,” and “reduction” of information from the
source text to the target text—and each is assigned a positive,
negative, or neutral value. On this basis, two key indices of translation
quality are obtained: “adequacy” (correctness and accuracy in
transferring content and structure) and “acceptability” (fluency,
clarity, and impact on the reader). The review of previous research
shows that Garcés’s model has been used in recent years to evaluate
translations of various text types in Persian, including novels,
religious and classical works, and texts such as Nahj al-Balagha and
Tarikh-e Beyhaqi. These studies generally highlight the model’s
potential to reduce subjectivity in translation criticism and to combine
quantitative and qualitative analysis. However, relatively few studies
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have focused on multiple Persian translations of a single
contemporary English novel from the perspective of semantic—
syntactic correspondence. The present research is situated within this
gap and seeks to provide a clearer picture of the relationship between
translation strategies and the quality of translated literary texts by
applying Garcés’s model. Accordingly, the article is structured around
three main questions: (1) in what aspects of the syntactic—
morphological level can instances of non-correspondence between the
two translations and the source text be identified; (2) in what areas of
the semantic—lexical level can semantic discrepancies between the
English text and the two Persian translations be observed; and (3) how
the overall pattern of correspondences and non-correspondences
affects the transfer of meaning from the source language to the target
language and relates to the indices of adequacy and acceptability. The
research method is descriptive-analytic and based on contrastive
analysis. First, the English text of the novel and both Persian
translations were read in full. Through a multi-step procedure,
instances in which a difference or change at the semantic—lexical or
syntactic-morphological level was observed were extracted. These
instances were then classified according to the components defined for
the two levels in Garcés’s model.

Discussion and Results

At the semantic—lexical level, the components included “definition
and explanation,” “cultural substitution,” “adaptation,” “syntactic
expansion,” “syntactic reduction,” “use of a generic term instead of a
specific one and vice versa,” and “ambiguity.” At the syntactic—
morphological level, the components considered were “literal
translation,” “syntactic change,” “change of point of view,”
“compensation,” “semantic or explicative expansion,” “implication,”
“reduction,” “omission,” and “change of sentence type.” Each
instance was then assigned to one of the three strategies- “increase,”
“maintenance,” or “reduction”-and its positive, negative, or neutral
value in relation to translation quality was determined. Finally, the
frequency of each component and each type of strategy in the two
translations was calculated, allowing for statistical comparison and
qualitative interpretation. The findings at the semantic—lexical level
indicate that Ghahremanlou’s translation is more active than that of
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Salim and Salim in terms of both the number of instances and the
variety of strategies. At this level, 111 cases were identified in
Ghahremanlou’s translation and 79 in Salim and Salim’s. In both
translations, “syntactic expansion” occurs frequently, but it is more
common in Ghahremanlou’s version. In her translation, “definition
and explanation” and “cultural substitution” are used more extensively
to clarify implicit meanings, cultural references, and semantic
relations between clauses, and in a few cases, “adaptation” is also
employed. In contrast, Salim and Salim show a stronger tendency
towards ‘“‘syntactic reduction” and simplification. As a result, the
target text is more concise in many instances, but some semantic and
imagistic details of the source text are occasionally reduced or
omitted. The analysis of the “use of a generic term instead of a
specific one and vice versa” shows that this strategy is employed in
both translations, though it appears slightly more frequently in Salim
and Salim’s version. This can influence the precision of imagery and
the representation of the author’s distinctive style. With respect to
“ambiguity,” the two translations display similar frequencies,
suggesting that part of the ambiguity stems from the structure of the
source text itself, although in some cases a wider use of explicative
strategies might have resolved it. Overall, at the semantic—lexical
level, Ghahremanlou’s translation, through additive strategies and the
use of cultural equivalents, shows greater effort to bring the world of
the novel closer to Persian readers’ frame of reference, whereas Salim
and Salim’s translation primarily focuses on preserving the main
narrative line and maintaining brevity. At the syntactic-morphological
level, the results indicate that neither translator relies predominantly
on literal translation; English structures are generally recast in more
natural Persian patterns. However, the type and extent of syntactic
change differ between the two versions. According to the table of
syntactic non-correspondence components, 330 cases were recorded in
Salim and Salim’s translation and 217 in Ghahremanlou’s. In Salim
and Salim’s version, “omission,” “reduction,” and “change of
sentence type” occur more frequently. Complex sentences in the
source text are often converted into simple sentences, some
informational elements are omitted, and sentence types are altered.
This approach contributes to the fluency of the target text and speed of
reading, but in some instances, it has resulted in the emphatic
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structures and the distinctive style of the source author’s prose being
rendered into Persian with less precision. In Ghahremanlou’s
translation, by contrast, components such as “syntactic expansion,”
“semantic or explicative expansion,” and ‘“change in the order of
constituents” are more prominent. In many cases, instead of omitting
or reducing sentence elements, explanatory clauses are added, or
constituents are rearranged so that logical, temporal, and emotional
relations are made clearer to the Persian reader. From the perspective
of Garcés’s model, such expansions are considered positive strategies:
although they may increase syntactic non-correspondence on the
surface, they contribute to the adequacy and acceptability of the
translation. Conversely, the high frequency of reductive strategies in
Salim and Salim’s translation, while producing a shorter and more
fluent text, sometimes leads to the loss of structural subtleties and
secondary information contained in the source text. The analysis of
the threefold categorization of “increase, maintenance, and reduction,”
along with the positive/negative/neutral evaluation of the components,
shows that in Ghahremanlou’s translation, additive and explicative
strategies predominate at both the semantic—lexical and syntactic—
morphological levels, and reductive strategies are less frequent. In
Salim and Salim’s translation, by contrast, reductive and omission
strategies occupy a more prominent place. Consequently,
Ghahremanlou’s translation displays a higher number of positive
features and a lower number of negative ones. This suggests that, in
terms of both adequacy and acceptability, her translation occupies a
more favorable position, even though Salim and Salim’s version
succeeds, at the semantic—lexical level, in rendering the core meaning
of many sentences into Persian in a concise and accessible way. At the
syntactic-morphological level, however, Ghahremanlou’s translation,
particularly through syntactic and semantic expansion, reproduces the
structure of the source text more precisely and coherently. In the
discussion and conclusion, the data indicate that semantic—syntactic
correspondence alone does not guarantee more effective meaning
transfer, and that many strategies which seem to create non-
correspondence on the surface are, in practice, necessary to bridge
structural and cultural gaps between the two languages. Strategies
such as “syntactic expansion,” ‘“change of point of view,” and
“semantic expansion,” while producing formal differences between
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source and target texts, can help ensure accurate message transfer by
clarifying semantic relations and resolving ambiguities. Conversely,
extensive use of reductive and omission strategies, although it
shortens the text and improves fluency, may reduce semantic and
structural richness and blur some of the subtle layers of the source
text. Finally, while the potential of Garcés’s model to provide a
coherent framework for translation assessment is underlined, some
limitations are also acknowledged. For example, the component
“definition” is treated as a neutral strategy in the model, whereas in
translation between culturally distant languages it can play an
explicitly positive role in resolving ambiguity and conveying meaning
more accurately. In addition, the status of some components—such as
the “use of a generic term instead of a specific one”—is not clearly
defined within the tripartite categorization of increase, maintenance,
and reduction. The limitations of the present study are also noted,
including its focus on two specific translations of a single literary
novel and its analysis of only two of the four levels in Garcés’s model.
It 1s suggested that future research should extend the analysis to the
discoursal—functional and stylistic—pragmatic levels, both in the same
corpus and in other literary and non-literary texts, in order to arrive at
a more comprehensive picture of translation strategies, semantic—
syntactic correspondence, and reader reception.
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A Comparative Study of the Experience of the journey
to the Qanat in the fiction of '""The Curse of the Earth"
by Ale-Ahmad and the "Kareez' by Shariati

Seyed Reza Shakeri’

A literary work can become an environment for the formation of
experiences that, in turn, narrate the presence of the human agent with
mental and practical dimensions and activism in the context of social
and historical developments. Jalal Ale-Ahmad and Ali Shariati, two
Iranian intellectuals from 1951 to 1971, in addition to developing a
kind of critical thinking about the modernization process and
development policies of that period, tested methods for individual,
social, and political activism that can be beneficial for today. In this
article, the experience of these two intellectuals from the category of
Iranian qanat in literary texts, namely, The Curse of the Earth and
Kariz, has been studied with a combined approach of comparative
philosophy and comparative literature with the aim of comparative
understanding of these two experiences. The result of this study shows
that in Ale-Ahmad's experience, the ganat is a social phenomenon, and
in Shariati's experience, it is an existential and individual phenomenon
with valuable aspects of social cognition and action.

Keywords: Qanat, Kariz, Ale-Ahmad, Shariati, Authoritative
development.

Extended abstract

problem

Kariz or Qanat is a long-familiar structure in rural life in Iran, and has
played a serious role in agriculture, water supply, and drinking in
Iranian history. For Shariati, Kariz is a symbol of a journey within
oneself and discovering the secrets of human existence and creation,
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which ultimately leads to fertility and prosperity, and for Ale-Ahmad,
it is narrated as part of the natural life of the village, which is
ultimately destroyed by social conflicts.

Theoretical Framework

In this article, with a comparative and combined approach drawn from
philosophies and comparative literature, this common experience with
two different meanings and aspects is analyzed and explained. The
comparative approach in philosophy and literature has been popular
since ancient times, and these two have grown and developed as
specialized disciplines in the field of philosophy and in the history of
modern scientific institutions. Comparative philosophy and literature
never grow in a vacuum, but this research is formed in the
interdisciplinarity connected with the truth of the literary text and the
realities of existence. Between those two aspects, it is always and
continuously. With this assumption, we are dealing with at least two
or three cultural and intellectual traditions in one or two times in
comparison.

Qanat as the center of the lived experience

For Shariati, Kariz is a symbol of a journey within oneself and
discovering the secrets of human existence and creation, which
ultimately is fertility and prosperity, and for Ale-Ahmad, it is narrated
as a part of natural rural life that is ultimately destroyed by social
contradictions. In this article, with a comparative and combined
approach derived from philosophy and comparative literature, this
common experience with two different meanings and aspects is
analyzed and explained. This article aims to describe the format of a
literary text with a phenomenon in rural life and the different
experiences of the two.

Main Discussion

Both authors are aware of the cultural and social aspects of Kariz in
Iran and refer to it in their various works. From examining the
thoughts and aspects of the experience of both authors of Kariz, it is
clear that their goal is a social matter, that is, awakening and
awareness, which is achieved through two different methods and
paths. For example, Shariati sees Kariz's experience as dredging and
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revitalizing the water path for growth and prosperity. The same
revival that took place in the throne of religious enlightenment, and he
follows in the works and thoughts of Seyyed Jamal and Igbal Lahori,
etc. For Ale-Ahmad, the Qanat is a social matter because it is
intertwined with people's lives. Water has long been a cause of
conflict and conflict in Iran for this reason. For Ale-Ahmad, the Qanat
is something rooted in tradition and a powerful element of rural life in
the face of machines and developers, eventually becoming its own
opposite and bringing about social destruction and ruin.

Results

In Ale-Ahmad's view, and with emphasis on the book The Curse of
the Earth, the qanat is closely observed in a social situation, combined
with the spirit, economy, and life of the villagers, and in the form of
participation and observation. In addition, Kariz is considered by Ale-
Ahmad as an existential and individual matter on the margins of the
social matter. Shariati can treat modernization in the Islamic world
and Iran, and for joint participation and his own views, namely the
works of Islamic revivalism, look at Kariz as a cultural, intellectual,
and human resource that occurs over time and as a result of various
factors, and its revival and revival requires measures and actions that
first deal with principles and personalities.
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Archetypal Analysis and Critique of the
Novel Ziba: An Anima-Based Approach
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One of the approaches of contemporary literary criticism is archetypal
criticism, which entered the field of literary criticism based on Jung’s
views. He considers the Anima to be the most important archetype and
an embodiment of the feminine soul in the psychological life of men,
which manifests itself in two aspects, positive and negative. Since
narrative works are a suitable platform for objectifying many
psychological actions, they are the best opportunity to examine the
anima and how it acts. In the following article, this archetype in the
novel “Ziba” by Mohammad Hejazi has been analyzed using a
descriptive-analytical method. The findings of this study, which is the
first archetypal approach to this work, showed that the anima is
manifested in both positive and negative poles, first in the narrator's
mother and then in Zainab, Ziba, Leyli, Shahjan, and other women
around him. This archetype is revealed in its negative aspect at every
moment. Ziba, as the central female character, occupies all the
attention of Hossein's Anima. Lack of attention to the positive Anima
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causes the narrator's psychological imbalance and leads him to the
abyss of family and social destruction. In the end, Mirza Hossein
reconciles with his Anima and tries to achieve a correct understanding
of himself. The Anima in this novel, with its different roles, confirms
the recurring characteristic of archetypes and reminds us that
archetypes play their role in human life without limitations.

Keywords: Jung, archetype, Anima, Ziba novel, Hejazi.

Introduction

Carl Gustav Jung was one of those who conducted extensive studies
on the existence of psychic bonds between human beings and their
behavioral actions. Jung believed that every artistic and verbal
creation has a magical mark of the collective unconscious. By
presenting amazing facts about the human psyche that divided it into
three parts: the conscious, the unconscious, and the collective
unconscious, he opened a new path in the field of psychological
studies for researchers and enthusiasts. Such an approach led the
modern psychoanalytic science to introduce the collective
unconscious as an important part of the realities of the human mind,
and subsequently writers such as Joyce, Proust, and Woolf paid
attention to it. The results of this approach gradually drew the
attention of critics in the world of literature to the field of
methodological analysis literary works using psychological tools.
From then on, the relationship between psychoanalysis and literature
seemed to be the collision of two equal forces and the same power,
and the collision of two linguistic systems and two sciences.

Today, analysts in this field have realized that these archetypal ideas
are hidden images that are closely related to human experience, and
that "since we should not separate the undeniable content of literature,
which is human, it is only based on methods of human study and
analysis that we can measure the genius and art of the artist" (Leonoff
et al., 1364: 26). Despite these links and similar reflections, today we
see that a psychoanalytic view of literature allows writers to become
acquainted with worlds that were previously unknown to them, and on
the other hand, to increase the scope of their knowledge about human
examples and nature. In this way, the writer or analyst will be able to
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describe the motivations, emotions, and functions of the characters in
the literary work.

Problem Statement

Jung considers the origin of many human actions to be in the hidden
and mysterious force of a part of the psyche, which he refers to as the
collective unconscious. According to such a view, "the pattern of
human behavior is one of the ancient relics and remnants that have not
yet been destroyed" (Jung, 1374: 151), and is located in this part of the
unconscious .With this interpretation, the latent forces in the psyche
can be considered as the source of the creation of a literary work.
Research based on such an approach showed common characteristics
that were also evident in the characters of the novels. Today, we see
that the mythical-archetypal view of literature "allows writers to
provide the ground for describing the motives, emotions and actions
of the characters of the literary work with the help of awareness of
unknown worlds and the analysis of human examples and the nature
of each one" (Ghutb, 1390:381) In order to gain this awareness, Jung
introduces artistic creation as the most powerful factor. In the present
study, the archetype of Anima in the novel "Ziba" will be investigated
and analyzed. The approach obtained from this analysis is to achieve
the effects of the Anima archetype in this novel and to express the
challenges that Anima is able to face the protagonist in her roles.
Extracting the manifestations of Anima in this work will provide
practical concepts in anthropological fields that will lead to a better
psychological reflection and understanding of this important
archetype. It is necessary to pay attention to the basic point that anima
is an inseparable part of the psyche of men, which needs to pay
attention to the grounds for its occurrence and emergence. This has led
to a greater understanding of this dimension of the psyche and allows
men to acquire the appropriate tools to deal with Anima. It also
creates an opportunity for them to recognize the various situations and
forms in which the Anima is manifested and to have a principled and
constructive accompaniment with the materiality of their psyche by
anticipating appropriate and timely reactions. This accompaniment is
of particular importance in the process of individuality and self-
knowledge of men.
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Data Analysis

In the novel “Ziba” by Mohammad Hejazi, anima was examined in
both positive and negative aspects. This study was conducted on the
positive side of Anima with an emphasis on the mother's
manifestations, choosing the right spouse, helping the rational and
guiding mind, connection with nature, Anima in religious words, and
Anima with the representation of animals. Also, on the negative side
of Anima, manifestations such as the ominous lady, dark and dim
mood and temper, doubt, wandering, and helplessness, suicidal
tendencies, and the monster of death, not enjoying things, as well as
pretending to be in the form of a snake, were analyzed and examined.

Conclusion

Anima is constantly projected in a feminine form with different
characteristics. Mirza Hossein also becomes more and more flipped in
the clutches of his anima. In line with his negative anima, he tries
every way possible in order to provide a position and money for the
satisfaction of a wicked woman named Ziba. His thoughts are
constantly changing throughout the story, and he is unable to reconcile
with his positive Anima. Such a situation also provides a shadow for
activity. The shadow, with its inducing force, pushes back the
deterrent and materialistic support of Sheikh Hossein's psyche and
unconsciously pushes the narrator in the direction of lust. This makes
him not have a very static characteristic. Due to his undeveloped self-
consciousness, Sheikh Hossein passively surrenders to the shadow
every time, and also his attempt to resist the dominance of negative
anima, which has made the narrator's psyche suffer and incapacitated
with a striking and crushing presence, remains unsuccessful. The
presence of the word snake and the induction of a sense of
helplessness in the story indicate the inner tension of the person to
confront the dominance of negative anima. According to Jung, at this
time, the man's rational mind is unable to recognize the hidden actions
of the unconscious. Although the psychological wavering and choices
of the narrator make the anima unable to play an effective role in the
positive dimension, positive Anima also reflects itself with a high
frequency and with a variety of means, including women like
Maryam, Shahjan, Gitti, and Leyli emerge and manifest their devotion
in order to complete the narrator's psyche. At the end of this journey
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of self-discovery, the protagonist recognizes his Anima distractions,
comes to an understanding with it, and allows her to prove her
presence. At this stage, stepping on the path of transcendence of
individuality begins. The narrator tries to recognize the unbalanced
and destructive components of anima and free himself from them
without suppressing them. This liberation brings confrontation with
the self and the attainment of individuality in men.
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Examining the Engaged Approach in Shamlu’s Poetry
(A Postcolonial Studies Perspective)

Ziba Palizban"
Zahra Dorri

Mah Nazari
Azar Daneshgar™

There has always been a firm relationship between politics and
literature, and the poets and writers haven't overlooked paying
attention to socio-political events of their contemporary era. The
aftermath of this approach is the emergence of committed social
poems that are aware of their responsibility towards the citizens of the
societies. Ahmad Shamlou can be considered an exemplary poet who
had a committed approach towards his society while composing
poetry, and this reality has made his poems good cases for scientific
studies. This article tries to answer the main question that what
Shamlou's committed approach stems from? As a hypothesis, the
writers posit that Shamlou's committed approach stems from his
specific definition of his identity as a dedicated organic intellectual
who would always consider himself responsible towards the
developments of his surrounding world and criticizing the status quo
in the form of negative dialectics; the same thing that can be seen in
the works of postcolonial writers. This article is written in the
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framework of postcolonial literary theory and utilizes Quentin
Skinner's method of Intentional Hermeneutics.

Keywords: poem, commitment, intellectual, negative dialectics,
Immanent critique, postcolonialism.

Introduction

Ahmad Shamlu is undoubtedly a celebrated name in socially
committed poetry. The present research is based on this fundamental
question: “What Underlies the committed outlook manifested in
Shamlu's poems?” In addressing and presenting a hypothesis, Scholars
believe that the socially committed poems of Shamlu stem from a
specific sort of definition of his identity as an organic and
conscientious individual that he perceives from the surrounding world,
and obliges himself to do what his Neo-Marxist ideological
counterparts call it as negative dialectics or immanent critique.

In the post-colonial literature framework and using the Intentional
hermeneutic approach of Skinner, this study is pursuing to analyze
Shamlu's socially committed poems within the context of Iranian
developments and in his own era. For that purpose, the 1921-1979
historical span had been chosen, and as a matter of course, there will
be no reference to progressions of his poems after the Islamic
Revolution period. The study’s ultimate finding indicates that the
poet’s political activities influence the socially committed poems of
Shamlu in the primary decades of this time period, and also, owing to
an open atmosphere and freedom of speech in the society following
the fall of Reza Shah, it is more like political proclamations and
speeches serving his affinity for the “Tudeh” party and Marxist
principles. So the more we approach the latter stages of this time
period, the committed approach of his, as a result of the climate of
repression following the 1953 coup, despair and disillusionment of
Shamlu and also his Farewell with party activism, and also with his
allegiance shifts away from a specific political faction and with
centering “human” and “human values”, with the approach of
transnationalism and Third-Worldism, the more elevated, vaster and
deeper it becomes, and also in terms of poetic structure and style, it
acquires a symbolic allegorical and lyrical quality.
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Theoretical Framework: Postcolonial Literary Theory

Postcolonial theory, which gradually began with the writings of
figures like Frantz Fanon in the 1970s, then reached its peak in the
1990s and even the 2000s, is not a pure and exclusive approach within
a single academic discipline. Instead, its prominent figures belong to
diverse fields of knowledge, from literary criticism and literature to
historiography, cultural studies, anthropology, psychology, and
political science. What connects the diverse postcolonial tendencies,
like a chain, is their transcendence beyond the mere examination of
the political, military, and economic issues of colonialism, and their
attention to the cultural dimensions of the colonizer-colonized
relationship. This shift in focus aims to understand the deeper and
more hidden impacts of colonialism on the colonized culture and
society, and even on the colonizing societies themselves.

Ahmad Shamlu, although no one has yet placed his name alongside
Frantz Fanon, Edward Saeed, or Spivak as a postcolonial writer, shares
similar concerns and a sense of responsibility. Shamlu's specific
definition of the intellectual, which strangely reminds us of Edward
Saeed's statements, his commitment to critiquing the existing state of
society under the rule of tyranny and oppression, his sense of duty
towards the fate of the downtrodden in Iran and the world, his effort to
echo their unheard voices, and his instrumental approach to poetry as a
means of struggle, all make Shamlu a quintessential postcolonial poet.
Consequently, postcolonial literary theory becomes an ideal theoretical
framework for analyzing and examining his socially undertaking
poetry, a task that the authors of this article have undertaken.

Results and findings

A poem—especially one with a social motif—is not composed in a
void; rather, it is the aggregated effect of the poet’s perception of
societal transformations. This means that social changes and events
are what provoke a committed poet to respond, becoming the central
themes of his or her poetry. Therefore, according to Skinner’s
Intentional interpretation method, understanding Shamlu's intentions
requires situating his works within the social context of his time,
rather than merely focusing on the semantic meanings of words and
phrases. To this end, and in line with the main argument of this
article—that Shamlu’s self-conception as an "organic intellectual" led
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him toward writing socially committed poetry, as well as critiquing
and negating the existing conditions—this study examines the
evolution of his poetry under the influence of domestic and
international events during the historical period 1921-1978 (1300—
1357 SH).

The fundamental claim of this research is that the committed approach
evident in Ahmad Shamlu’s socially engaged poetry stems precisely
from his self-definition as a popular, organic intellectual deeply
concerned with global developments, adopting a transnational
perspective and a critical stance toward prevailing conditions. The
authors’ analyses of Shamlu’s poetic evolution between 1921 and
1978, framed within postcolonial literary theory (given Shamlu’s
intellectual affinities with postcolonial writers) and employing
Skinner’s contextualist interpretive method, clearly substantiate the
central thesis. it demonstrates that a sense of intellectual responsibility
kept Shamlu consistently devoted to producing socially engaged,
principled, and faithful poetry throughout this historical period.
However, the researchers’ findings indicate that despite the continuity
of Shamlu’s intellectual commitment, there was a noticeable shift in
the style and form of his poetry, influenced by changing socio-
political conditions. Specifically, from the early 1940s to the late
1950s (early 1320s to late 1330s SH), Shamlu’s poems—due to his
political activism as a supporter of the “Tudeh” Party and his
allegiance to Marxist leftist ideals, as well as benefiting from the
relatively open political climate and freedom of speech following
Reza Shah’s abdication in 1941—Ilargely took the form of political
manifestos and declarations, expressed in a direct, explicit tone
serving partisan interests.

Yet, from the late 1950s until 1978 (end of 1330s to 1357 SH), three
factors led to a transformation, the renewed closure of Iran’s political
space after the 1953 coup (28 Mordad coup), which triggered severe
repression of opponents of the Pahlavi regime; Shamlu’s growing
disillusionment and frustration with the state of his era; and his
withdrawal from active political and party engagement. As a result,
the element of commitment in Shamlu’s poetry moved into deeper,
more introspective layers. Freed from partisan allegiance, his
commitment became oriented toward broader humanistic concepts and
universal human values. Stylistically, his poetry acquired symbolic,
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metaphorical, cryptic, lyrical, and even colloquial, fragmented qualities
(shattered-writing). Moreover, throughout this entire period, Shamlu’s
intellectual commitment, informed by a transnational and Third-
Worldist outlook, was expressed not only toward the people of Iran but
also toward the oppressed, victims, and marginalized populations across
the globe, thereby sustaining his postcolonial identity.
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