ABSTRACTS

A Study of the Lineage and Position of “Khatib Qazvini”
in the History of the Development of Rhetorical Sciences

Nahid Tehrani Sabet"

Iranians have played an important role in the development of sciences
within Islamic civilization, especially in the formation of the rhetorical
sciences. Their mastery in this field was so remarkable that Shawqi
Dayf spoke explicitly about it. This may be one of the reasons why
some of them were attributed to Arab lineage. Al-Khatib al-Qazvini, a
prominent scholar of rhetoric in the 7th and 8th centuries AH, is one
such figure. Ahmad Matlub believes that he laid the foundations of
Arabic rhetoric, and—according to most Arabic sources—associates
him with “Abi Dulaf al-‘[jli,” emphasizing his Arab origin. The
purpose of this article is to examine the accuracy and validity of these
claims and the context in which they emerged, based on Arabic and
Persian sources and through a documentary research method.

Keywords: Khatib Qazvini, history of rhetoric, nationality, Iranians,
Islamic civilization.

Introduction

Rhetoric has attracted attention since the time of Plato and Aristotle,
and after the advent of Islam, Muslims paid even greater attention to it
because it helped explain the miraculous nature of the Holy Qur’an. In
this context, the role of Iranians in developing the rhetorical sciences
is remarkable, both in the creation of literary works in poetry and
prose, and in the field of literary scholarship. The four stages in the
evolution of rhetorical sciences in the Arabic language—emergence,
growth, flourishing, and stagnation—are well known. Beginning in
the second period, the early Abbasid era (132-232 AH), rhetorical
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considerations expanded significantly. The role of Iranians during this
period is notable because the second century witnessed major
developments following a political revolution: the Umayyad
government in Syria collapsed, and the descendants of Abbas, the
uncle of the Prophet (PBUH), came to power. From that point onward,
the foundations of the Abbasid state rested largely on the support of
Iranians and the Shul ubiyyah movement in general. Iranians
penetrated all aspects of governance, and the capital was moved from
Damascus to Baghdad, on the border with Iran and near the city of
Mada’in, the former capital of the Sasanian Empire. After that,
innovation and the adoption of the best elements found in non-Arab
civilizations became a common practice.

Shawqi [Jayf considers the most important reason for the expansion of
rhetorical discussions in the early Abbasid era to be the evolution of
poetry and prose, along with the growth of intellectual and urban life.
According to him, this transformation was the result of the widespread
presence of mawalt and Iranians who had mastered the Arabic
language and entered the field of literature with great skill. Their
presence enabled Arabic poetry to break free from the dryness and
limited themes of Bedouin life and to incorporate precise meanings,
philosophical reflections, reasoning, analogies, and allegorical
expressions. As a result, themes related to Iranian culture and life
entered the poetry of the second and third centuries AH. Among the
influential Iranian poets of that time, Bashshar ibn Burd (the pioneer
of modern poetry), Abii Nuwas, and Abu al-l Atahiyah played
prominent roles. Ibn al-Mull tazz wrote al-Badil in response to these
Abbasid poets in order to show that they were not superior to the
ancient poets in rhetorical innovations (badi). This was because the
Shull @ibiyyah held the view that rhetorical ornaments (badill ) were
introduced into Arabic poetry by Iranian poets. In prose, Ibn al-
Mugaffal —who was Iranian—established the new Abbasid prose
style (known as the muwallad style). Other major scholars such as
Abi [ Ubaydah Mall mar ibn al-Muthanna, Ibn Qutaybah al-
Dinawari, Aba Hilal al-l Askari, Abu al-Hasan [ Alf ibn [ Abd al-
[ Aziz al-Jurjani, as well as | Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Qal /1 Abu al-
Hasan [ Abd al-Jabbar al-Mull tazili (al-Hamadani al-Asadabadi), Jar
Allah al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Sakkaki, and Sall d al-
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Din al-Taftazani—who were all followers of | Abd al-Qahir—were
likewise of Iranian origin.

Discussion

Khatib al-Qazwini was a judge and scholar of the 7th and 8th
centuries AH. Some biographers have referred to him as Dhu al-
Funiin and | Allamah. Before the age of twenty, he was appointed as a
judge in Anatolia under the Rum (Byzantine) Empire. He later
traveled to Syria, and after mastering the principles of mall ani, bayan,
and the techniques of Arabic rhetoric, he became the preacher
(khal11b) of the Jamil Mosque of Damascus. He was then promoted
to the position of judge in the Levant. After some time, he was
appointed judge of that region by King al-NalJir Ayyubi of Egypt, and
eventually he assumed the judiciary of the entire Levant. Ibn Kathir
(701-774 AH) writes in al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah about Khatib al-
Qazwini and his brother that “they entered Damascus from their
homeland during the Tatar era,” but he does not mention any
connection to Abu Dulaf al-l Ijli. According to The Dictionary of
Notable Figures of Qazvin, the family of Khatib al-Qazwini originally
resided in Tabriz, having migrated there from Qazvin due to the
insecurity caused by the Ismaili uprisings and later the Mongol
invasion. Arabic sources report that Khatib al-Qazwini was born in
Mosul in 666 AH, while his brother was born in Tabriz. There is no
disagreement that his family was from Qazvin, for all sources
consistently maintain the title “al-Qazwini.” Shawqi [Jayf writes that
the title “al-Qazwin1” is due to the fact that some of his ancestors lived
in Qazvin. However, like Ahmad Malllub, he considers Khatib al-
Qazwini to be of genuine Arab origin, tracing his lineage back to Abu
Dulaf al-l TjIi, the general of al-Mall miin. Safadi (696764 AH), who
was his contemporary, also writes: “He is attributed to Abi Dulaf al-
0 g

For Iranians, despite the presence of figures such as Abii Muslim, the
Barmakids, the Sahl family, and others, the idea that the Abbasid
movement was purely an Arab movement is unacceptable. Likewise,
even with the involvement of religious Mazdakite missionaries such
as Khaddash, the Abbasid movement cannot be regarded as a purely
Islamic one.However, contemporary Arabist scholarship offers a
different interpretation of the Abbasid movement, the most detailed of
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which appears in Dr. Faruq [ Umar’s book Studies on Abbasid
History. He argues that the early Orientalists became acquainted with
the history of the East and Islam only by coincidence, and that their
incomplete familiarity with the language and sources—combined with
certain preconceived assumptions—prevented them from reaching an
accurate understanding. For example, the Orientalist Flotten,
influenced by the nationalist spirit that dominated Europe at the time,
especially Germany, offered a racial interpretation of the Abbasid
revolution and considered it an Iranian rebellion against Arab
rule.Newly discovered manuscripts, however—such as Akhbar al-
[ Abbas wa Waladih, whose author was a loyalist of the Abbasids and
whose narratives apparently rely on secret documents—demonstrate
how Hamza al-Isfahani and al-Dinawar1 exaggerated the role of Abu
Muslim.According to Faruq [ Umar, the Abbasid movement was
actually an uprising led by Arabs living in Khurasan—specifically, the
mujahidin of the Turkestan frontier and local governors—against the
Umayyad government. It was not an ethnic Iranian movement; rather,
it was supported by both Arabs and Iranians who held an
understanding of Islam different from that of the Umayyads. He
further argues that if some of the insurgents appear to have Iranian
origins, it is because they were Arabs who had settled in Iran and were
known by the names of Iranian cities—leading historians to
mistakenly classify them as non-Arabs.

In contrast, Zakawati Qarqazli believes that behind all major spiritual
and cultural movements—such as Shill ism (Zaidi, Ismaili, Imami),
Sufism, philosophy, mysticism, literature, and science—there were
predominantly Iranians. A high proportion of great Islamic
philosophers, mystics, and scientists were Iranian. Likewise,
prominent narrators, principal Shill ite authors, and a number of the
most influential writers and poets in Arabic, from [ Abdul-[Jamid
Kat ib, Badil al-Zaman, and Ibn al-Mugqaffal to Bashar, Abu
Nuwas, and Abu al-ll Atahiya, were also Iranian. The Fatimid
administration in Egypt, along with its civilization and culture, was
significantly influenced by Iranians. Even the Mull tazilite movement
gained power and legitimacy through al-Mall miin, who was born to
an Iranian mother and his Iranian advisors. All of this demonstrates
the influence of an inclusive popular movement. It was the Shull Gibis
who recorded and organized Arabic syntax, grammar, vocabulary,



Abstracts/ 5

meanings, expressions, prosody, rhyme, historical narratives, and
dates; in other words, they collected and systematized these elements.
By the seventh and eighth centuries AH, literary and rhetorical
sciences had reached the stage of textbook compilation, summarizing,
explaining, and expanding upon the works of predecessors. Khatib al-
Qazwin1’s main reference in rhetorical sciences was Sakkaki’s Miftal]
al-l Ulim, which quickly became an authoritative textbook. Khatib
al-Qazwint gained fame for his precise and clear summary of the third
part of Sakkaki’s Miftal | al-] Uluim. In this work, he removed much
of Sakkaki’s personal beliefs, disputed some of his views, replaced
certain definitions with others, and enriched the text by incorporating
insights from [ Abd al-Qahir Jarjani’s Dalal il al-l Ijaz and Asrar al-
Balagha, as well as Zamakhshari’s Kashshaf. Ideologically, Khatib al-
Qazwini was somewhat aligned with [ Abd al-Qahir Jarjani and
occasionally diverged from Sakkaki’s positions. Shortly after him,
successors arrived to explain his Talkhil] al-Miftal], the most
important commentator of which was Sal d al-Din Mal s ad ibn
| Umar Taftazani. Summarizing key texts (talkhi] al-miftall) became
a significant scholarly task, with numerous works published in this
field. Subsequently, scholars had no alternative but to organize these
summaries systematically

Conclusion

In fact, many individuals traditionally attributed to Arab tribes were
related only by lineage, not by blood. Meanwhile, people also adopted
Arab genealogies to gain social and cultural advantages. Figures such
as Hammad the narrator, Khalaf al-Ah mar, and Sall if ibn [ Umar,
who composed pre-Islamic qasidas with greater skill than the Arabs
themselves and established narrators and chains of transmission, were
certainly able to claim a credible Arab lineage. This discussion is
relevant to Khatib al-Qazwini as well. Among the Arabic sources
discussing individual biographies, often one source is considered
standard, with all others referring to it indirectly. Therefore, the
multiplicity of sources does not guarantee the reliability of the
information, since most rely on one or two original sources. In early
sources contemporary to Khatib al-Qazwini, it is usually mentioned
with doubt that he was a descendant of Abu Dalf [ Ijli, and no
certainty is expressed. After all these years and given the nature of the
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sources, it seems impossible to definitively determine whether Khatib
al-Qazwini was a genuine Arab or Iranian, particularly as he spent
most of his life in Arab lands. The widespread acceptance of "key
extraction" (ikhtiyar al-miftall) is another factor that may have
influenced this ambiguity. Ahmad Malllub regards Khatib al-Qazwini
as a principal figure in Arabic rhetoric, whereas Shawqi [layf
considers him to have lived during a period of dogmatism and
stagnation in rhetoric, when innovation had ceased, and only teaching,
explanation, and interpretation remained valid.The theory of meaning
and rhetoric originates with | Abd al-Qahir Jirjani, as well as with
Zamakhshari, and later with Sakkaki, who recognized the importance
of these concepts from a logical perspective and systematically
extracted and classified them through textual analysis.
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