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Ibn ‘Arabi’s Spiritual Journeys in the Novel al-Mawt al-Saghir: A Reading
Based on the Twelve Archetypes

Abstract:

The novel al-Mawt al-Saghir by the Saudi writer and Booker Prize
laureate Mohammed Hasan Alwan offers an innovative reimagining of
the life and mystical journey of Ibn ‘Arabri through a first-person
narrative and literary structure. Dividing Ibn ‘Arab’s life into twelve
journeys, the novel simultaneously adheres to the traditional framework
of Sufi path-seeking while portraying the inner stages of his spiritual,
psychological, and intellectual transformations. This article examines
these twelve journeys through the lens of Carol Pearson’s theory of the
hero’s archetypal journey. The findings reveal that the hero’s journey is
not only successfully reconstructed in the novel but also that the
sequence of Ibn ‘Arabl’s inner transformations aligns with Pearson’s
twelve archetypes. These archetypes, from the “Innocent” to the
“Ruler,” manifest in the narrative as stages of Ilbn ‘Arabi’s inner quest
toward the doctrine of wahdat al-wujid (Unity of Being), the discovery
of truth, and the flourishing of the self. The deep interweaving of
mystical and mythological elements in the narrative grants Ibn ‘Arabt an
archetypal and mythical aura, prompting the contemporary reader to
reconsider the meaning of the hero, the spiritual journey, and character
transformation within the framework of Islamic mysticism.

Keywords: |bn ‘Arabi, al-Mawt al-Saghir, Mohammed Hasan Alwan,
mystical journey, Carol Pearson, archetype
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